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PREFACE 


From the start the author admits he is no historian. His specialism is Information Systems. 
However, within the development of the document some historical detail has been added so as 
to put the individual lives into context, especially in terms of politics of the time. 


This hunt started when all the author wished to do was to identify where his great-grandfather 
was born and how he arrived in Newport , Monmouth, Wales in 1853. He set up a carriage 
works and due course purchasing a house for each of his ten children before his demise in 1909. 
His life can be followed through the Office of Population Censuses and Surveys (OPCS) , ten 
yearly population census. In some censuses, he is described as being born in Yatton, Somerset. 
In others Congresbury , Somerset. The census recording script includes two entry headings for 
the enumerators . One is “sub-district”, the other “district”. As the two towns are close together 
enumerators may have just switched the details. Or district and sub-district may have been due 
to administrative changes 


Figure 1: Map showing the physical relationship of Claverham, Congresbury, Yatton 

While researching I found that Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset , has a very good family 
history society. The society has a series of databases, births, marriages and deaths obtained 
from church records for most of Somerset. 

Some of the authors immediate family live in Connecticut, New England. Research in that area 
identified the Battle of Groton Heights , Connecticut (September 6, 1781) led by General 
Benedict Arnold in his first engagement for the British. On a visit , at the entrance resulting to 
the national monument battleground there plaque naming the defenders who were killed. The 
majority had the surname “ Avery”. One included the authors first name, so this must be the 
authors second reincarnation. As an aside the road from the freeway to the monument is 
called “Monmouth Road”. As a man of Gwent this provided some resonance. 

On another occasion, visiting Boston Massachusetts, opposite the tourist booth on Boston 
common is “Avery Street”. 

Inquisitiveness, slowly unpeeled family history on both sides of the Atlantic . Family history 
research has always been popular in New England, as people attempt to identify ancestrally 
with the “Mayflower “ and the “Pilgrim Fathers”. 

Through research four publications , were identified and associated with Avery family history 
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in the New England region of America: 

SWEET, Homer De LOIS , “THE AVERYS OF GROTON GENEALOGICAL AND 
BIOGRAPHICAL”. 1894, PRESS OF RICE-TAYLOR PRINTING CO. SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Note: Mr Sweet died on the eve of publication in 1894 

The publication was recompiled under the name of : 

AVERY, Elroy McKendree, AVERY, Catharine Hitchcock (Tilden) , “The Groton Avery 
Clan’, Cleveland,1912 

CARTER, Jane G. (Avery) and HOLMES, Susie P.,’"GENEALOGICAL RECORD OF THE 
DEDHAM BRANCH OF THE AVERY FAMILY IN AMERICA” COMPILED BY Jane G. 
(Avery) Carter and Susie P. Holmes 

PUBLISHED BY Winslow W. Avery, Plymouth, Mass. PRESS OF AVERY & DOTEN. 1893. 
Note: The primary source documentation for this publication is in Dedham, Massachusetts at 
the Dedham Historical Society archives 


AVERY, Samuel Putnam, “THE AVERY, FAIRCHILD , PARK FAMILIES OF 
MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT & RHODE ISLAND” 

SHORT NARRATION OF FACTS concerning Mr. RICHARD WARREN Mayflower 
Passenger AND HIS FAMILY CONNECTIONS with THOMAS LITTLE, William Avery 
1650, Richard Park 1635, Thomas Fairchild 1638 Thomas Little 1630, Richard Warren 1620, 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, June 1919 

Note: This Samuel Putnam Avery is the son of Samuel Putnam Avery of New York, a prime 
mover in the creation of Metropolitan Museum of Art and member of the committee to construct 
the Statue of Liberty. 


Except for the minor addition of some of Sweets work the publication by Carter and Holmes 
“GENEALOGICAL RECORD OF THE DEDHAM BRANCH OF THE AVERY FAMILY IN 
AMERICA” is more readable. Ina visit in 2016, to Dedham Historical Society & Museum 
(DHSM) ** the source material was synthesized, for details of William Avery of Dedham. 

**( February 2022, changed its name to,” Dedham Museum & Archive (DM&A)” after 163- 
years. 

During the examination of the source material a letter with a Victoria Penny Red-Brown stamp 
on it came to the authors attention. The contents contained a diagram of Samuel Avery of 
Enfield family tree. An associated comment in the documentation was “that this family was not 
important”. 

Note: This is Samuel Avery MP, Sheriff and Alderman of London ,the subject of this publication 
brother of Joseph Avery and second cousin of Dr. William Avery of Dedham. 


One of the difficulties of linking Dr. William Avery of Dedham Massachusetts and his 
relationship with Robert of Pylle is the lack of documentation from that time. There are wills 
for Robert Avery (1526 — 1575), which mentions his son Robert Avery (1554 — 1644) “had a 
base marriage and moved away”. Robert Avery’s will mentions his son William Avery (1622 — 
1687). This is Dr William Avery of Dedham Massachusetts. 

In Dedham Massachusetts Historical Museum are many artefacts relating to Dr. William Avery, 
including a “ coat of arms” taken by him to Dedham. 

An analysis of “Visitation Records for Somerset and Middlesex, not only shows the Avery 
pedigree in Somerset, but also in Middlesex. Attached to each pedigree is an heraldic 
description of the family coat of arms. There is a similarity between those of the Avery family 
in Somerset and those in Middlesex. To the one hanging in Dedham Ma. Historical Museum. 
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Note: Visitations were tours of inspection undertaken by Kings of Arms (or their deputies) 
throughout England, Wales and Ireland. They registered and regulated the coats of 

arms of nobility, gentry and boroughs, and recorded pedigrees. Taking place from 1530 to 
1688. The records were akin to an upper class census). 

Comment: The early 17" century “Visitation”, was akin to a national census of the religious 
attitudes of the population, to whether they were linked to Charles I and following a church 
emphasizing "ritual, priestly authority, and sacraments" or a Protestantism which sought to rid 
the Church of England of Roman Catholic practices. 

References 

The Visitation of the county of Somerset in the year 1623. 

edited by Frederic Thomas Colby, D.D, 

Fellow of the society of antiquaries of London. 1876. 

The Visitations of the county of Somerset in years 1531 and 1575, 

together with additional pedigrees chiefly from the visitation of 1591 

edited by Frederic William Weaver, M.A. late dean of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

The Visitation of the county of Middlesex, began in the year 1663 by 

William Ryley, esq. Lancaster, and Henry Dethick, Rouge Croix, 

marshalls and deputies, to Sir Edward Bysshee , knight Clarenciaux King of Arms. 
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Table 1: Three generations of the family tree of Robert of Pylle 
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The original work of Homer De LOIS SWEET, was reproduced in the” Avery of Groton 
Clan” especially CHAPTER I. THE AVERY FAMILY IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND. Pages 
1-20 

This information has been reproduced so many times, by American family history researchers, 
since the development of the many on line genealogy sites. In the first instance this was mainly 
via The Church of Latter Day Saints — family search organization. 

Note: 

In, the authors world view, Sweets work becoming the de facto “Gospel” among Avery 
researchers in the USA, when it comes to their English historical heritage. Recently noticed on 
an American created site using DNA as the main research tool, the preamble \ introduction 
seems to regurgate Sweets work on the origins of the Avery name. 


This has resulted in many inexactitudes being reproduced. This is compounded by some of the 
terminology used by Sweet. Regularly, you find the term “I assume that”, or It is assumed” 
within the Homer Louis Sweet record. 

Sweet listed the Avery names in Devon, Cornwall and Somerset without synthesizing their 
inter family relationships. The author feels it is just “data”. It only becomes “information” 
when linked and in context . ( Information Systems definition) 

The authors lineage is to Robert Avery of Pylle (abt. 1500) approximately 24 miles south of 
Congresbury . 

Sweet and others confuse Pylle with Pill, 4 miles North of Bristol and on the river Avon. 

The geography between locations suggests different economies. Pylle being Agriculture, Pill’s 
economy based on the river or sea. 


Note : The first series Ordinance Survey Maps of England were published in 1842. Before 
Sweet and others were writing their family history. The error in confusion of Pylle and Pill 
could have been identified, since Sweet was employing an England based genealogist to aid 
in the work. 
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Figure 2: Map showing the physical relationship of Pylle & Pill in Somerset, England 


In “SWEETS” , manuscript he refers to the “Devon “ and “Somerset” Avery’s, describing from 
where family groups hailed . The group from Somerset lived and some are still living in the 
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general area of Yatton, Congresbury and Claverham. The authors great grandfather , James 
Avery (1836 - 1909), Congresbury/ Yatton, Somerset . In approximately 1853 he moved to 
Newport , Monmouthshire and opened a carriage works. 

After James Avery’s death in 1909, the Carriage Building firm, AVERY AND SONS ,was 

carried on by his oldest sons, Ernest William Avery & James Henry Avery in Union-street, 

Dock Street, Newport. 

THE LONDON GAZETTE, 4 MAY, 1920, announced that the company was dissolved by 
mutual consent. 
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Figure 3: Physical distance relationship between, Bristol, Congresbury, Pylle & Frome 
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Figure 4 : The physical relationship between Frome, Somerset and Wokingham, Berkshire 


Reading the history related to the early immigration to the “Plantations of America” the social , 
religious, political situation at the time in Europe does not seem to be fully appreciated by 
American family researchers for that time. 

To rely on the four mentioned publications from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
is extremely limiting . In the twenty-first century with access to documentary archives ,a 
wider range of research can be accomplished. There are worldwide university sites and national 
archives together with the ability translate text written in a the miriad of national languages is a 
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real boon. Personally, relying on paid for family history sites really only acts as a starter or as 
an anchor when you get started on your genealogical journey 


Within an historical context , of the 17" century ,,there were “The Wars of The Three 
Kingdoms” (British Civil War). Within Europe, you had the “Thirty Years War” and a host of 
other wars. 


In the West of England we have; 

The Storming of Bristol which took place from 23 to 26 July 1643. 

The Second Siege of Bristol of during the first Civil War which lasted from 23 August 1645. 
The Monmouth Rebellion, also known as the “Pitchfork Rebellion”, the Revolt of the West or 
the West Country rebellion, was an attempt to overthrow James II. 


At the Bristol assizes many peopled considered as “rebels” were sentenced to transportation to 
the “American Plantations” , some to the plantations of Virginia others to the West Indies 
which were also called “American Plantations”. 

The politics of religion was also rife at this time. Not only catholic royalist versus protestant 
puritanism, but within them were many sub-divisions. This religious antagonism lead to 
immigration to the plantations of mainly North America. 

This religious antagonism continued in New England, where a person could not be a town 
Freeman, unless allegiance was sworn on the King James Bible. 

Quakers, would not swear. This resulted in them being ostracized within their towns . The 
Quakers moved to areas where they would be accepted. Eventually, many moved to and 
founded Connecticut. 


Associated with the migration to the “American Plantations” is indentured servitude a form of 
labor in which a person is contracted to work without salary for a specific number of years. The 
contract, called an "indenture", could be entered voluntarily for eventual compensation or debt 
repayment, or it was imposed as a judicial punishment. 

Between one-half and two-thirds of European immigrants to the American colonies between the 
1630s and American Revolution came under indentures. 

Besides the “American Plantations there were the “Irish Plantations” the development of which 
was through various acts of Parliament. The two important ones were the The Adventurers' 
Act 1642 and Act for the Settlement of Ireland 1652. From these other acts were developed. 


These acts enabled members of the public to invest in lands confiscated from the Irish. These 
lands were called baronies and many Merchant Adventurers and Members of Parliament took 
the opportunity to obtain this land. Samuel Avery obtained lands in Connello, near Limerick. 
His brother Joseph obtained a barony near Newcastle ( comment: which barony within 
Newcastle is difficult to discern as the name is undecipherable in his will and there are a 
number of Newcastle place names in Ireland) 
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Figure 5: Ireland, showing County of Limerick — coloured Dark Green 


For over 300 years the coastlines of the south west of England, were at the mercy of barbary 
pirates (corsairs) from the coast of North Africa , with many people from coastal communities 
taken into servitude ( approx. between years 1500 — 1800 ). These behaviors were only stopped 
by 1816. 

There is an estimate that slave traders from Tunis, Algiers, and Tripoli enslaved I million to 
1.25 million Europeans in North Africa, from the beginning of the 16th century to the middle of 
the 18th century (these numbers do not include the european people who were enslaved by 
Morocco and by other raiders and traders of the Mediterranean sea coast). 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_slave_trade 


Generational naming of the first names of family members would often repeat previous 
generation naming within each group. This occurred on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
There are many, Samuels, Josephs, Williams and Benjamins and Jacobs within the “Avery” 
family 

This generational naming creates challenges when using a search engine to interrogate a 
particular family or individual, you have to be precise as you regularly arrive at an “american” 
entry. When interrogating european sites it is useful to ask the same question twice or more 
using variations in phraseology. 

Another challenge is that of the “Surname” . Non-standard spelling and names being mis- 
written because of an accent, and in the case of european travel the family name may become, 
Francophised, Germanic or Latinised in spelling. For example, The change is from “Avery” to 
“Averie”, sometimes in the same document. 


The majority of the Avery family came from the English “West Country” with distinct accent. 
The local priest was responsible for recording birth, marriages and deaths — so registering a 
birth with a family name “Avery”, could sound like “Every” and recorded as such. 

( Note: At a Covid 19 immunization session in 2021, the authors name was recorded on a 
document as “Every” so it still occurs today). 


(Note: When first meeting the authors nephew’s wife (from New England) for the first time in 
Connecticut, in the early 21" century he thought she was from the English West Country, as her 
accent still had a slight West Country rhythm ). 

The confusion within generational first names does create issues with which person we are 
analyzing. In one document it was reported that “Joseph Avery (a)” was acting as a secretary to 
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the Ambassador Spain. At the same time another document had “Joseph Avery (b)” located in 
Hamburg. 

Further analysis suggested that “Joseph Avery (a)” was one of the children of “Joseph Avery 
(b)” in his first job, working for a diplomatic acquaintance of his father. 


The Authors Historical Family Interests 


Primary Interest 

Joseph Avery (1595 -1665 ) Joseph Avery was born in Mells, Frome, Somerset. 

Joseph, became a member of the merchant adventurers in London, later in Hamburg and later a 
diplomat. He had two brothers, Benjamin, became a lawyer, working mainly in the area around 
Somerset. Samuel a member of the merchant adventurers, as a deputy for them in Dordrecht, 
Holland. Later a Sheriff of London, then an MP in the first Cromwellian Parliament. 

Joseph had two wives. Frances Deardes died aged 36 in London. Later in the Netherlands 
married Elizabeth Ogle whose sister was Utricia Ogle ,a famous singer of that era. 

He died in Poplar, London in 1665. A basic analysis of the will mentions that he has lands in 
Ireland, in an area called Newcastle, close to the city of Dublin. It should also be noted the 
brother, Samuel, also had lands in Ireland, but sold them to settle debts with the crown. 


Samuel Avery MP, Sheriff of London ( 1595-1664) 

He had five children. Catherine, Dudley, Christian, William ., Bathsheba. 

He was also a member of the Merchant Adventurers and was the Deputy in Delft. 

He was elected Member of Parliament for City of London in the First Protectorate Parliament, 
He was a commissioner of Customs. And had land in Ireland. In 1642 bought Capel Manor in 
Enfield. 


Dr William Avery of Dedham ( 1622, Barkham, Wokingham-1686/87, Boston Ma, USA) 
He lived in Dedham Massachusetts, until his wife, Margaret died in 1678. He moved to Boston. 
and is buried at the King's Chapel Burying Ground. This burial ground contains the remains of 
many of the “ first movers and shakers” of the Massachusetts colony . 

Dr. William Avery had seven children, William, Mary, Robert, Jonathon, Ruth, Hannah and 
Ebenezer. 

Whilst in Dedham he worked as a Blacksmith, Before being recognized as a physician. He gave 
money to the local school to pay for a Latin teacher. Today the local Elementary school is 
named after him. 

In Boston his medical practice thrived. Many young trainee doctors preferred to be trained by 
him as opposed to the traditional methods used in the local college. He donated monies to 
Harvard college . 

Dr. William Avery and his son Jonathon carried out basic medical, using minerals to ease 
medical conditions. He used , Francis Bacon, Ist Viscount St Alban PC QC ( 1561 — 1626) 
empirical method of conducting research, which the author finds interesting because, when in 
school recording science experiments we use a method based on Bacons method of recording. 
Secondly, today we may be prescribed, magnesium, iron, or other minerals as medication to 
support our health needs. 

Dr. William Avery was in communication with Robert Boyle FRS (1627- 1691, in London, 
who is considered to be the father of modern chemistry and one of the founders of the “Royal 
Society”. 
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Samuel Putnam Avery of New York (1822-1904 ). He studied wood and copper engraving 
and was extensively employed by leading publishers. He married the artist-collector Mary Ann 
Ogden in 1844 and began business as a dealer in art in 1865. In 1867 Samuel P. Avery was 
appointed commissioner in charge of the American art department of the Exposition 
Universelle in Paris. He was a founding, trustee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art . He 
founded the Avery Architectural Library at Columbia University in memory of his son Henry 
Ogden Avery, who died in 1890. In 1900 he donated his collection of 17,775 etchings and 
lithographs to the New York Public Library. 

His other son Samuel Putnam Avery (1847 — 1920) 

sponsored the Avery Memorial Building, Wadsworth Atheneum (1934), Hartford Connecticut 
Daughters Mary Henrietta Avery;(1847-1900) Fanny Falconer Welcher;(1847-1886) Emma 
Park Avery (1853 — 1857) and Ellen Walters Avery (1861 -1893) 


His brother Benjamin Parke Avery (1828 , New York — 1873, Peking). He was the USA 
ambassador to Peking. 


Secondary Interest 

Benjamin Avery, LL.D. (approx. 1684 -died 1764) He practiced as a physician, and a 
Presbyterian Minister. He was the Treasurer of Guy's Hospital, London. He also, acted as agent 
for the Connecticut colony . A similar service to one provided by Benjamin Franklyn. 
Currently, his birthplace cannot be identified. And his ancestry family cannot be currently 
ascertained. Although research suggests it is the Newbury area of Berkshire. 
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Chapter 1 


Introduction 


To support aspects of the historical record, where possible the manuscript has been 
written as a timeline. Much of this commentary has been made for the benefit of the 
author, who is not an historian but required some understanding of context in which 
events occurred. The time line approach allows a reader to reference dates against the 
political, religious, scientific, military activities within Great Britain, Europe and the 
Americas.. 


During the life of Samuel Avery (1595 - 1664 ) his life events occurred during the 
reigns of the following sovereigns and the “Lord Protector’, with some events 
continuing after Samuels death in 1664 

James 1 ruled 1603 — 1625 

Charles I ruled 1629 to 1640, 

English Civil War ( War of the three kingdoms (1642-1651) 

Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) ruled: (1653 — 1658) 

Charles II ruled (1660 — 1685) 

James IT (1685 — 1688) 

Samuel Avery, was not only Merchant Adventurer a deputy-governor for the Merchant 
Adventurers in Delft, but a Sheriff and Alderman of London and later a Member of 
Parliament. 

During this time he would be in communications, with many of his “acquaintances” 
during this time. Some of these “acquaintancies” have individual biographical entries 
in the text to aid in the understanding of his “political” activity at the time. 

The bibliography, sources and references became inconsistent within this document. 
Synthesizing the research of documented areas new ones continually arose. 

As aresult , in many instances , references have been written adjacent to the letter , 
journal entry or document with which they are associated. 


Without, too many assumptions a commentary of entries relating to state papers, house 
of commons journals, and the Merchant Adventurers has been made in an attempt to 
explain the historical context, and where there was complex cross referencing. 


The majority of the research was accomplished using online resources, which included: 
The National Archives on line “Discovery” portal based at Kew, Surrey. 
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The Internet Archive, ( https://archive.org/ ) a digital library of Internet sites . This 

resource provided access to many, 19" century books, bought on subscription by many 
of the USA major University Libraries. Many of the books were from English authors, 
who had scoured many written records of British Statesman, and government archives. 


Another digital library is British History online (hitp:/Avww. british-history.ac.uk/). It 1s 
housed at University of London. Institute of Historical Research and containing some 
of the core printed primary and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history 
of the British Isles. Some of the highlights include: House of Commons and Lords 
Journals, Victoria County History, Letters and Papers of Henry VIII, Survey of 
London, Statutes of the Realm, Thurloe State Papers, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae and 
others. Premium content includes: Calendars of State Papers (Domestic & Foreign), 
Calendar of Close Rolls 1266-1509, Calendar of Home Office Papers (George III). 


Explicit example: Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles IT, 1661-2, ed. Mary 
Anne Everett Green (London, 1861) 


To aid names of actors within this document, Wikipedia the online encyclopaedia 

( https://en.wikipedia.org/) was used to provide thumb nail biographies of the main 
actors associated with Samuel Avery. However, many names mention as members of 
committees or similar, have generally been left from Samuel’s acquaintance list 


Robert Avery 


Christian 
Benjamin Avery | ] Avery (Irish) 


Hannah 
(frm 1589 -1649) s 
Lawyer 


very 
(Hobbs) 


593 - 
O23) (1593 -) 


Table 2: Reminder for the first three generations of Robert Avery of Pylle 
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Chapter 2 
The family of Samuel Avery (1595 -1664) 


The father of Samuel Avery was Jacob Avery (1566-1643) born in Congresbury, Somerset, 
England. As an adult Jacob moved to Mells, Frome, and Somerset and marrying Dorothy 
Whitcombe (1564-1637), Abt 1587 /1597with whom he had three sons,& two daughters. 
Samuel Avery MP, born in Mells, 16 February 1595 . 

Wife: Mirabella BENNETT (b.1593) in Middlesex, London. 

Marriage: 1625 


Samuel Avery was a member of the Merchant Taylors in London 

1633 -1635 Deputy-Governor of Merchant Adventurers in Delft 

1645 - 1646 Master of the Merchant Taylors Company in City of London 

1645 - 1647 Elected alderman of the City of London for Cripplegate ward 

1645 - 1649 Commissioner for Customs in London 

1647 - 1648 Sheriff of London for the year 

1647 - 1653 Alderman instead for Bassishaw ward , City of London 

1654 - 1655 Elected MP for City of London in the First Protectorate Parliament 


When Samuel Avery was a Commissioner for customs, documentation suggests that Dudley 
became his assistant and cashier. After an audit of customs duties paid , there was a 
discrepancy in payments, which the Commissioners were considered liable according to the 
auditor 


1642 The Purchase of Capel Manor, Enfield, Middlesex England 
Samuel Avery purchased Capel Manor in 1642, the manor was passed over to William 
Avery, the second son. Any documentation explaining the reason for this has not been 
identified. 
The author surmises that Samuel Avery and his son Dudley had a financial situation relating 
to discrepancies with distribution and collection of customs related taxes. So that should 
Samuel or his son Dudley be considered liable for any shortfall Capel Manor could not be 
ceased for restitution. 
In 1724 the manor was sold to Charles Eyre the uncle of William Avery’s wife. 


The early history of owners of Capel Manor, Enfield Middlesex also known as Manors of 
Honylands and Pentriches 
"The joint manors of Honylands and Pentriches, (called also the manor of Capels,) partly in 
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this parish, and partly in that of Cheshunt, were parcel of the possessions of Sir Giles Capel, 
who granted them to the crown ... anno 1547. 
They were sold by Queen Elizabeth, anno 1562, for thirty years purchase, to William Horne, 
merchant . Horne sold them the same year to John Tamworth. One of her Majesty's privy- 
council, who died in 1569. 
In ... 1575 they were sold by Thomas Sydney to Sir Thomas Knolles. 
In 1627 they belonged to William Pennyfather, Esq. who sold them to Samuel Avery, anno 
1642. 
In 1653 Capels Manor was transferred to William Avery ( Samuel Avery died in 1664 ) 
The manors continued in that family until ... 1724, 
They were sold to Charles Eyre, Esq. from whom they were inherited by Robert Jacomb, Esq. 
Charles Eyre was the uncle to William Avery’s wife. 
Robert Jacombe (d. 13 Dec 1732?) passed on Capels to his son. 
Robert Jacombe, esq. (b. c. 1716 - d. 1800 Enfield, age 84), sold Capels in 1783 
In 1783 William Hart, Esq; purchased Capels and again sold it ten years later. 
In 1793 Rawson Hart Boddam, esq. late governor of Bombay bought Capels 
Capel Manor Gardens, Bullsmoor Lane, Enfield, London, Greater London, England, EN1 
4RQ 
Website: Capel Manor Gardens _https://www.capelmanorgardens.co.uk/ 

1642 The purchase of Capel Manor by Samuel Avery 

1653 In 1642 Samuel and Mirabella Avery purchased Capel Manor. In 1653 Capels Manor 
transferred the manor to their youngest son, William Avery. 
Note: within the documented history for Capel Manor there is the comment that 


“Although nowhere is it clearly explained why it passed to their youngest son, it’s believed to 
have been as a result of the troubles experienced by many families of wealth during the 
reformation". 


In the authors’ opinion: Joseph and His son Dudley were associated with “discrepancies” 
within the Customs revenues collected when Joseph was a parliamentary appointed 
commissioner for customs. 

So that to mitigate any assets that may be taken by the government in recompense, he passed 
Capels Manor to William Avery. 


1647 15 March 1647. Samuel Avery summoned about a debt of £600. owing by him to Sir Wm. 
Boswell, a delinquent. 
6 March 1647. Information that Alderman Avery, in Colman Street, has had £600 in his 
hands 7 years (1640), for which he has paid no interest for 5 years. 
( Sir William Boswell (d. 1650) diplomat and politician .Sat in the House of Commons in 
1624 and 1625. Ambassador to the Netherlands from 1632 to 1649) 


1648 Title: 28 Chas. I, Feb. 12. Exemplification of a Common Recovery 
Located at: Somerset Heritage Centre Ref: DD\BK/2/6/17: Parchment. Seal missing from 
tag. Endorsed "(No. DD\BK/2/6/12)".Date: [1648] 
Information provided by National Archive, Kew: Joseph "Joseph of London" Avery in 
Congresbury and Sanford Deeds . 
Description: Benjamin Avery, gent., pet., against Samuel Avery, Esq., of 4 messes., 2 
gardens, 50a. of land, 50a. of meadow, 50a. of pasture, 100/- rent and common of pasture for 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 15 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


all beasts with appurts. in Congresbury or Congresbury and Weeke St Laurence. Joseph 
Avery, Esq., vouchee. 

Comment 1: This notice of recovery of rent by Benjamin Avery, the brother of Samuel Avery 
who owes the rent and the monies owed have been vouched for by the third brother Joseph 
Avery. 

Comment 2: Samuel Avery had bought Capels in 1642. Then as land became available in 
Treland he invested there. He may have borrowed the monies for the Irish investment, as a 
result he may have had little liquidity of funds available, creating the request for recovery of 
monies from William Boswell and by his brother Benjamin Avery ? 

Children 

Catherine AVERY (1620- unknown) married William Lane, esq. of Cowley, co. 
Middlesex. 


Mirabella AVERY. married. John Locke, gent. of Bristol ( Author: cannot identify this John 
Locke) 

Bathsheba AVERY .(1630 - ) married. William Knipe (B1626,) esq. of Kendal, co. 
Westmorland 

( Author :cannot find secondary record to support reference- Ref: The authors Heritage) 


Dudley AVERY (1625- unknown) _ born in in St Michael, Bassishaw, London. 
Wife (1): Anne ALLEN (b16.25).Daughter of John Allan of Streatly JP — 
Married (2)Thomas Sanders of Mundswell, Oxon. 

Wife (2): Jane LARGE in 1648 in Camberwell or St. Mary. 

Daughter: Bathsheba (b. 1658) (Wife 1) 

Son: Dudley 

Son: Allen 

Sibling:4 

Sibling:5 

Sibling:6 

Sibling:7 


Dudley became a member of the Merchant Taylors and acted as an assistant to his father 
Samuel Avery who was a Commissioner for Customs. Dudley becoming a_ cashier between 
1648 and 1649 


‘Charles II - volume 54: May 1-27, 1662', in Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles II, 
1661-2, ed. Mary Anne Everett Green (London, 1861), pp. 357-382. British History Online 
http://www. british-history.ac.uk/cal-state-papers/domestic/chas2/1 66 1-2/pp357-382 

Petition of Henry Progers to the King, for a grant of what he can recover from the estate of 
the late Samuel Avery, alderman of London, and Dudley Avery, his son and former cashier, 
of a debt owing on their accounts as Commissioners and Collectors of Customs, in 1648 and 
1649. 


Such debts were accepted from the Act of Indemnity, and Avery and Rich. Bateman, now 
insolvent, did not take out a quietus est (translate: he is quiet) from the usurped powers, 


whereby some were pardoned. With reference thereon to the Lord Treasurer. 


Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Interregnum, 1655-6. Sergeant Dendy, sergeant-at- 
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arms. 
. To search in the house of Dudley Avery, or elsewhere, for his books of accounts and 
papers, and bring them to the Committee of Council to whom his business is referred.( 14 
February 1665 ) 

Reference ‘Warrants of the Protector and Council’, in Calendar of State Papers Domestic: 
Interregnum, 1655-6, ed. Mary Anne Everett Green (London, 1882), pp. 575-584. British 
History Online 

http://www. british-history.ac.uk/cal-state-papers/domestic/interregnum/1655-6/pp575-584 ( 
British history online) 

Sergeant Dendy, sergeant-at-arms. To apprehend Dudley Avery and keep him till further 
order’ on 15 February 1665 


Christian AVERY (1626 -1682) Born in Middlesex. 

Married: Joshua WARREN gent of Colchester in 1650 

Memorial to Christian Avery (1682) 

Details of her death (age 56) appeared in a document published in approximately 1932 by 
Mary Hopkirk M.A entitled “The story of Layer-de-la-Haye” in which the details of Samuel 
Lock, a London merchant (1682), laid a large slab of black marble in the church under the 
altar bearing in bas-relief with the following inscription: "Here lieth the body of Christian, 
wife of Mr. Joshua Warren, sometime of this parish, merchant, the daughter of Samuel Avery, 
of London, Alderman, obit 23 June, 1669. Joshua, her Married, is also buried here.” at the 
church of St. John the Baptist 

Comment: Layer-de-la-Haye is approximately 14 miles from Colchester, Essex 


William Avery (1647 — 1692)[Son] (Gent of Capels) 
William was Samuel’s second son. 


In 1653, some 11 (eleven) years after purchasing Capel Manor, Joseph passed the manor over 
to William, bypassing the eldest son. 


Educated for Admission to Grays Inn, London (May 1647) 

Married: Susan Eyre (1648- 1714), daughter of Giles Eyre MP of White parish, Wilts. & 
Anne Norton - daughter of Sir Richard Norton. Ist Baronet of Rothschild 

Ref: William's Wickitree 


Children: 
Sibling 1: Susanna (b. bef. 1662 - 1713). Famous for writing a book on managing a small country 
estate. 
Sibling 2: Katherine (b. bef. 1663). 
Sibling 3: Rebecca (b.1701) (m.1) unknown Nobbs(d.), 
(m.2) Colonel Coles Child (1729) 

Sibling 4: Norton (1668-1733) married (1697) Rebecca Drew (c. 1680 - 1732). 

(member of Grocers Company) daughter Rebecca. 
Sibling 5: John (1671- 1733). 


Note: The Eyre family history is quite well documented on various web sites. They are quite 
distinguished in the Salisbury, Wiltshire area. Having land holdings and male members of the 
family being associated with a number of public duties. This includes sheriff of the county 
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and being members of parliament. However, Susanna is never mentioned as a sibling within 
any of the Eyre family units. 


Madam Susanna Avery (b.1662 to ?)[grand daughter] daughter of William Avery 
1688 In 1688 Madam Susanna Avery, one of William’s daughters wrote a book on how to run a 

small country estate. It was a 17th Century equivalent of Mrs Beaton’s Victorian treatise on 

cooking and gives a glimpse of life at Capel during that period. As well as pies, puddings 

and cakes her recipes also include those for dog bites, lotions and medicinal purposes 

including using moss gathered from the sunny side of an ash tree to stop bleeding and wild 

bugloss (a plant of the borage family) as an antidote to stomach upsets. 

This collection of recipes and herbs was taken from a manuscript inscribed "Madam Susanna 

Avery, Her Book, May 12th Anno Domini, 1688", and it provides a detailed description of 

medicinal uses and other compounds made from plants during the seventeenth century. 

A version of the book was published in 1922 , called: 

A Plain Plantain; Country Wines, Dishes, & Herbal Cures, from a 17th Century 

Household M. S. Receipt Book 

Published by: §. Dominic's Press, 1922. Ditchling, Sussex: Gill, Eric; Jones, David. Limited 

Edition. Wraps. One of 400 copies (unnumbered), duodecimo size, 115 pp., in a custom 

clamshell case. 

Comment: Ditchling Press was owned by Eric Gill the famous sculptor, letter cutter, typeface 

designer, and printmaker. And some of his illustrations are in this version of the book. 

Another version was published as a pamphlet in 2000 

Madam Susanna Avery, Her Book: Capels Manor, Enfield, and Its Occupants, Garden 

and Kitchen in the Year 1688: No. 58 (Occasional Paper) 

by David Avery | 1 May 2000, Publisher: Edmonton Hundred Historical Society 

ISBN: 9780902922549 

Note: There are copies of Madam Susanna Avery’s book in a number of major university 

libraries. The David Avery paper published in May 2000 is out of print. An extensive search 

of various online library catalogues have not identified digital copies of either book. 

The author has noticed a number of culinary academics have mentioned Madame Avery’s 

book while researching for original menu items. 

A third version was published in 2011 as: 

Madam Susanna Avery's Still Room Book - 1688. ... JSBN-13: 9780907325 123 

Comment: Attached is a foreward to the book published in 2011 by Capel Manor College. 

In the authors opinion some of the historical description about the Avery family has some 

inaccuracies due to only limited research that was undertaken, by the writer of the foreword. 

Comment: The author has not been able to identify the original manuscript by Madam 

Susanna Avery. It seems to the author that from 19th Century edited version of the 

manuscript have been produced, both in the United Kingdom and United States of America 

under such titles as: “Her Book”, “Still Room Book”. 

The original manuscript has “Madam Susanna Avery — Her Book” inscribed with in it — so 

in versions of the published document it has been known as “her book” 
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FOREWORD | 
by Dr Stephen Dowbiggin OBE 


Susanna Avery as.the ‘carly Mas Beeton' 

predating the eminent and much quoted 
Victorian domestic guru by two centuries. However, 
this would distract from the fact that Madam 
Susanna Avery’s 1 Still Roorn Book’ is more than a 
guide to running a smail Manor Heuse in the late 
17th Century. Whilst it is a list of fascinating and 
informative recipes and a catalogue of the perceived 
qualities of 117 herbs and plants, it also gives an 
important and contemporary insight into the 
culture, history and socia] environment in which 
Susanna lived. : 

To see behind the collection of recipes for 
preparing meals, drinks, medicines and toiletries it is 
necessary to comtextualise her life by considering the 
aecial and political climate she lived in. 


[ T WOULD BE VERY EASY to ‘think of Madam 1 


The Avery Farnily and the iate 17th Century 


The Avery family had been established in Enfield, 
North Middlesex for 46 years prior to Madam 
‘Susanna starting her book in May 1688. Her 
grondparents had purchased the Manor of Capels 


ix 
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and its Land in 1642, having previously been based 
in Somerset where her father’s family were the 
Lords of the Manor of Huish Episcopi. 

In 1688 the effects of the Civil VWWar were still 
being felt. There were tensions between the Catholic 
Church and the State and there was an expectation 
that civil war could agsin break out. 

The ever present threat of conflict is reflected in 
the salves for wounds and stvord injuries. 

Obviously Susanna would have been aware of the 
tensions in society and Government of the time. Her 
father was active politically and her uncle (her 
father’s elder brother and a high profile Royalist} 
appears to have had to surrender the family’s 
primary residence to his younger brother to protect 
the estate against confiscation by Parliament. 

However, maybe because of his social links with 
ethers of influence in the area, Susanna’s father 
seems to have avoided controversy. 

Several of Susanna’‘s uncles fen her mother’s side) 
and cousins were less successful and as a result 
suffered penalty, bmprisorument and even execution 
for their beliefs. 

Susanna‘s father, Wiliam, was a Cavalier and 
Royalist and his wife’s family ithe Eyres from 
Wiltshire) were also Roman Catholics as well as 
active Royalists, but regardless of this challengimg 
background, by 1676 William had established 
himself as one of the wealthiest and most influential 


mien in Enfield along with Secretary of State, Henry 
Coventry and Nicholas Rainton of Forty Hill. 

Firstly it is important to try to visualise 
Susanna’s everyday life. She had a younger sister, 
Katherine, and neo brothers. Obvicusly she tvas 
interested, and involved, in the running of the 
Mianor of Capels and sufficiently motivated to create 
an extensive record of recipes carefully catalogued, 
aiong with 2 detailed record of plants and their use. 

Susanna’s book is a personal record so she 
naturally mentions friends and acquaintances who 
have advised her and this gives an imsight into those 
who she knew or visited socially 

John Stephens, the apothecary practising at 
Enfield Green, provides the recipe for Dr Stephens’ 
Yyeler, a powerful concoction of wine and herbs. it is 
tunclear as to whether their relationship was social 
or professional. 

Lady Glasscock, from nearby VVvorraleybury 
provided a recipe for caraway cake. Lady Colchester 
provided a recipe for cake amd cough iixture and 
Lady Stanhope’s instructions fer a medicine for 
shrinking of the sinews demonstrates that Susanna 
wes not solely based in Enfield (Lady Stanhope lived 
in Kensington}. 

Therefore tve cam comstruct a picture of Susanna 
as a socially affluent woman, active im professional 
ainct society circles in Enfield. She also was familiar 


with London and appeared to travel. 
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Capels Manor and Susanna‘’s home 

The Manor which has become known as Capels, 
existed from medieval times as the Manor oF _ 
‘Homeylands and Pentriches. It derives its current 
name from its association with the Capel Family 
{isubsequently Earls of Essex) who owned the site for 
60 years, from when Sir William Capel purchased it 
in 1486 to when his son Sir Giles Capel sold it to 
Henry VII in 1546. Queen Elizabeth I sold it in 
1562 and it passed through various families until 
being purchased by Samuel Avery in 1642. 

No evidence remains of the Cld Manor House 
where Susanna lived. Early maps show a Manor 
House on site but this was demolished im the late 
1700s and a mew house (Capel House) built as the 
primary residence on site. 


The Old Manor House Garden Project 


Those visiting Capel Manor Gardens pricr to 2010 
were often disappointed that there was no medieval 
Manor House. The lack of this focus also made it 
difficult to visually teli the story of the Manor’s rich 
history, bringing to life those who have lived and 
died on the estate. 

To remedy this, with the full support of Capel. 
Manor College’s Governing Body, the Marchioncss of 
Salisbury invited a group to create a rormantic ruin 
and garden reflecting the history of the Manor House. 


=. 


~ =" 4a~ 


The recreation of MAfadam Susarrra Avery's kitchen Ftreplace 
showing the Avery coat of arms 

It was decided to focus on the ‘Capel pericd (late 
15th, carly 16th Century) and create a folly ofa 
moated fortified Manor House, including a ruined 
kitchen and kitchen -garden which represents where 
Susanmma Avery would have experimented with her 
recipes. 

The first phase of this garden was opened by Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth It on the 11th Junc 2010, 
having been created im four months. 

Overall the complex comprises of fornbfications, 
living quarters, banqueting hall, cloisters and 
elurch. This will become the focal point of the 
estate, again providing the heart of the Manor 
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where those that come after can enjoy Capel Manor 


like those that went before. 

’ Phase II will see the extension of the ruins and~ 
fortifications and the creation of a substantial ruin 
of St Ethelburga’s Church and the ruin of Madam 


Susanna Avery’s kitchen. 
The garden will include a collection of herbs and 


plants from her book and has been designed to evoke 
the memory of a lady who obviously had a passion 
for plants and their use which so closely aligns with 
the core principle of Capel Manor College today. 
NOTES ON THE TEXT 


Madam Susanna Avery, 
Her Book, May ye 12th, Anno Domimi 1688s 


Madam Susanna Avery started to record her 
collection of ‘receipts’ in 1636 as a houschold 
book which was passed dowm from generation to 
generation of her family. 

In 1922 the book tas lent to St Dominic’s 
Press, the private press established at Ditchling by 
Hilary Pepler and Eric Gill, who printed an edition 
of two hundred copies. This included three wood 
engravings by Eric Gill, and one cach by David 
fFones and Desmond Chute. Madam Susanna’s 
idiosyncratic spelling was retained, as well as her 
individual use of capitai letters and haphazard 
lay-cut. Sadly the original still room book 
cHsappearca. 

“ second edition was published in 1950 by the 
Herb Grower Press in Fatls Village, CommectHctt, 
LISA. 

The current edition is a facsimile reproduction 
of the origimal St Dominic's Press edition, 
retaining Madam Susanma’s spelling, as weil as 
all the irregularities of impression and variations 
in inking of the hand-printed original. 


Norton Avery (1668-1733) son of William Avery 

1685 In 1685 Norton Avery become an apprentice to Thomas Ely of the Grocers Livery Company 
Notes: The Grocers Livery Company — a very prestigious company with many nobility and 
royal connections. 
Dealing with rich produce like spices and also with links to the Bank of England and the East 
India Company. 
Notes: Norton was the grandson of an MP and grand-nephew of Governor of Merchant 
Adventurers. On his mother’s side his grandfather was first Baron Rothschild. 
Reference: Record Set London Apprenticeship Abstract 14442- 1850 
https://grocershall.co.uk/the-company/history/ 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 22 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


The will of Samuel Avery 

Comment: Until 1858 all wills had to be proved (formally approved) by church and other 
courts. The Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC), was the most important , dealt with the 
relatively wealthy individuals living mainly in the south of England and most of Wales (what 
was originally the ecclesiastical province of Canterbury). Since the PCC enjoyed a 
reputation for greater efficiency than other courts, the wills of the moderately wealthy began 
to be proved there . Wills of less wealthy individuals may have been proved in a number of 
other ecclesiastical courts, including the Archdeaconry Court of Exeter (pre-1843); the 
Archdeaconry Court of Dorset (post-1843); the Consistory Court of the Bishop of Exeter 
(pre-1843); or the Royal Peculiar of Sarum. From 1858 all wills were indexed centrally and 
this index is widely available at Record Offices, Probate Registries and the LDS Church. 


Title: Will of Samuel Avery, Alderman of the City of London of City of London 

Order item number: 6282586 Catalogue reference: PROB 11/314/15 ,National Archives 
Comment: A copy of this will was available for download from the national archives. On 
analysis the archival document was composed of a number of wills with that of Samuel Avery 
not being very decipherable. 


Within the index of the publication “prerogative wills of Ireland” (1536— 1810), page 15, 
there is an entry for 1683, ““ Avery, Samuel London, alderman. Samuel Avery’s entry to the 
document was some 19 years after his death in London. 

Reference : 

TO THE (prerogative wills of Ireland (1536— 1810)) 

EDITED BY: SIR ARTHUR VICARS, F.S.A., ULSTER KING OF ARMS, DUBLIN. 
Published by: EDWARD PONSONBY, 116, GRAFTON STREET. 1897. 
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Chapter 3 
Aquaintances 


Samuel Avery became acquainted with many famous statesmen and politicians 
throughout his working life. His working merchant and political life covered 
three monarchs, and one protector and he was a member of the first protectorate 
parliament. 

For the author only the major actors have basic biographical details listed so as 
to quickly identify them. in. 

For other important actors, Wikipedia is a good source of information 

For members of Parliament this site may be useful, but is currently under 
construction. http://historyofparliamentonline.org/ 

Colonel John Downes (1609 —c. 1666) 

John Downes was a commissioner who signed the death warrant of Charles I of 
England. After the English Restoration he was arrested in 1660 and found 
guilty of regicide and imprisoned for life. John Downes was appointed an 
auditor of the Duchy of Cornwall in 1633 and was elected MP for Arundel, 
Sussex in December 1641. A lawyer, he studied at the Inner Temple and was 
called to the bar in 1642. He did not fight in the English Civil War but amassed 
a fortune dealing in the confiscated Royalist estates. He was a close friend of 
Oliver Cromwell and received substantial land grants in Ireland and England. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Downes_(regicide) 


Colonel John Birch (7 September 1615 10 May 1691) 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Birch_(Roundhead) 

Colonel John Birch was an English soldier and politician, who fought for the 
Parliamentarian cause in the First English Civil War, and sat in the House of 
Commons at various times between 1646 and 1691 


Colonel Francis White (died December 1659) 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_White_(soldier) 

Colonel Francis White (d.Dec 1659) was an English soldier and politician who 
sat in the House of Commons in 1656. He died at sea after serving in Flanders. 
White was a major in the Lord General's Regiment of Foot and in May 1649 
went on Cromwell's behalf to reason with mutinous soldiers at Burford Oxford. 
On 11 September 1650 the Council of State gave warrant to pay White £300 for 
bringing news of good success from Scotland. He was Lieutenant Colonel 

in Colonel Goff's Regiment of Foot in 1653. On 15 August 1653 the Council 
allowed White to open a door from his house in King's street into an orchard 

in Whitehall. In 1655 he was one of the most active of officers forming a 
committee of ordnance. In 1656, White was elected Member of 

Parliament for Tewkesbury in the Second Protectorate Parliament. 


John Pym MP (1584 — 1643) 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Pym 

Pym was an English politician, who helped establish the foundations 

of Parliamentary democracy? One of the Five Members whose attempted arrest 
in January 1642 sparked the First English Civil War, his use of procedure to 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 24 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


outmanoeuvre opponents was unusual for the period and he was respected by 
contemporaries rather than admired Pym was brought up by his stepfather 
Sir Anthony Rous, inheriting his Puritan views and deep opposition to 

the reforms of Archbishop William Laud. He was also a leading member of 
the Providence Island Company (Nicaragua) an attempt to establish a Puritan 
colony in Central America. Originally buried in Westminster Abbey, after 
the Stuart Restoration in 1660, his body was dumped in a pit at nearby St 
Margaret's, Westminster along with those of other Parliamentary leader she is 
now viewed as an astute politician and effective speaker, whose ideas and 
language were adapted by Patriots during the American Revolution and 19th- 
century American liberals. His father Alexander Pym (1547-1585) was a 
member of the minor gentry, from Brymore, Somerset, who became a 
successful lawyer in London, Pym helped draft the Grand Remonstrance, 
presented to Charles on | December 1641; unrest culminated in 23 to 29 
December with widespread riots in Westminster, 


John Thurloe (1616 —1668) 

Ref: https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Thurloe 

Thurloe was an English politician who served as secretary to the council of state 
in Protectorate England and spymaster for Oliver Cromwell and held the 
position of Postmaster General between 1655 and 1660.He remained on the side 
lines during the English Civil War but after the accession of Oliver Cromwell, 
became part of his government. In March 1651, Thurloe accompanied Oliver St 
John as his secretary on his embassy to the United Provinces to propose a union 
between the Commonwealth and the Dutch. In 1652 he was named a secretary 
for state 

1653 he became head of intelligence and developed a widespread network of 
spies in England and on the continent. These included the Dutch diplomat and 
historian Lieuwe van Aitzema, the mathematician John Wallis, who established 
a code-breaking department, as well as diplomat and mathematician Samuel 
Morland, who served as Thurloe's assistant. Thurloe's service broke the Sealed 
Knot, a secret society of Royalists and uncovered various other plots against the 
Protectorate 

In 1655 Thurloe became Postmaster General, a post he held until he was 
accused of treason and arrested in May 1660.[About forty years after his death, 
a false ceiling was found in his rooms at Lincolns Inn; the space was full of 
letters seized during his occupation of the office of Postmaster-General. These 
letters are also now at the Bodleian. 


Samuel Hartlib (c. 1600 — 1662) 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Hartlib 

Samuel Hartlib was a Royal Prussian heritage, Became an English educational 
and agricultural reformer, who settled, married and died in England. He studied 
briefly at the University of Cambridge upon arriving in England. 

Hartlib was a noted promoter and writer in fields that included science, 
medicine, agriculture, politics and education. He was a contemporary of Robert 
Boyle, whom he knew well. His family life is rather poorly documented: one 
useful source is the Diary of Samuel Pepys, as Pepys was a close neighbour of 
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the Hartlib family in Axe Yard in the early 1660s and a friend of Hartlib's son 

Samuel Jr, a clerk in government service 
Hartlib is often described as an "intelligencer", 

He kept in touch with an array of contacts from high philosophers to gentleman 
farmers. He maintained a voluminous correspondence, lost in 1667, but much 
recovered since 1945. It is housed in a special Hartlib collection at 
the University of Sheffield, England. His letters in German, Latin, English and 
other languages have been subjected to close modern scholarship. 

Hartlib met the Scottish preacher John Dury in 1628. in 1630 moved 
permanently to London, living in Duke's Place, Holborn. An early patron 

was John Williams, the Bishop of Lincoln, who was a leading opponent to 
Archbishop William Laud. Another supporter was John Pym. Pym would use 
Hartlib later, as a go-between with Dutch Calvinists in London. Hartlib received 

a pension of £100 from Oliver Cromwell, afterwards increased to £300, as he 
had spent all his fortune on his experiments. 

Hartlib was indebted to Francis Bacon for a general theory of education that 
formed common ground for him and Jan Comenius. John Milton dedicated his 

1644 Of Education to Hartlib, whom he had come to know the year before. 

The "Hartlib circle" of contacts and correspondents, built up from about 1630, 
was one of the foundations of the Royal Society of London established a 
generation later. The relationship, however, is not transparent, as Hartlib and his 
close supporters, with the exception of William Petty, were excluded from the 
Royal Society when it was set up in 1660 

Authors Comments: Samuel Avery MP, his brother Joseph (Hamburg), Joseph 
Avery’s’ second wife Elizabeth (Ogle) Avery were in correspondence with 

Samuel Hartlib. John Dury and John Pym were in contact with Samuel and 
Joseph Avery. The cousin of Samuel & Joseph, Dr. William Avery in Boston 
Massachusetts was in contact with Robert Boyle through their common interest 
in Chemistry and scientific method of analysis. 


Sir Thomas Roe (c. 1581 — 6 November 1644) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Roe 

He was an English diplomat of the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods. Roe's 
voyages ranged from Central America to India; as ambassador, he represented 
England in the Mughal Empire, the Ottoman Empire, and the Holy Roman 
Empire. He sat in the House of Commons at various times between 1614 and 
1644. Roe was an accomplished scholar and a patron of learning. 

Diplomat in the Thirty Years WarIn 1629, Roe was successful in another 
mission undertaken, to arrange a peace between Sweden and Poland. In so 
doing, he was able to help free up Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden to intervene 
decisively in the Thirty Years War on the side of the Protestant German princes. 
Roe also negotiated treaties with Danzig and Denmark. A gold medal was 
struck in his honour on his return home in 1630 after attending the Diet of 
Regensburg. 

English statesman and envoy. In January 1637, Roe was appointed Chancellor 
of the Order of the Garter.In June 1640, Roe was made a privy councillor. In 
November of that year he was elected MP for Oxford University in the Long 
Parliament. He was appointed as England's ambassador to the Holy Roman 
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Empire from 1641 to 1642. He took part in the peace conferences 
at Hamburg, Regensburg and Vienna, and used his influence to obtain the 
restoration of the Palatinate 


Sir Edward Nicholas (4 April 1593 — 1669) 

was an English officeholder and politician who served as Secretary of 

State to Charles I and Charles II. He also sat in the House of Commons at 
various times between 1621 and 1629. He served as secretary to Edward la 
Zouche and the Duke of Buckingham in the Admiralty and became a clerk of 
the Privy Council. He supported the Royalist cause in the English Civil War and 
accompanied the court into exile, before assuming the post of Secretary of State. 


Sir Charles Lloyd, 1st Baronet (died c. 1678), 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Lloyd,_1st_Baronet,_of_Garth 

was a Welsh merchant and politician who sat in the House of 

Commons between 1654 and 1659. 

Lloyd was the grandson of Humphrey Lloyd of Leighton, the first High Sheriff 
of Montgomeryshire and great-great-grandson of Sir Gruffudd Vychan. He was 
a member of the Worshipful Company of Drapers and engaged in trade in 

the City of London. He was commissioner of customs for Montgomeryshire 
from 1645 to 1649. In 1651 he was elected alderman for Bishopsgate ward and 
was elected Sheriff of London but does not appear to have served. In 1654, 
Lloyd was elected Member of Parliament for Montgomeryshire in the First 
Protectorate Parliament. He was Master of the Drapers Company and a City 
Auditor from 1655 to 1656. In 1656 he was re-elected MP for Montgomeryshire 
in the Second Protectorate Parliament. He may have entered the Inner 

Temple in November 1657. In 1659 he was elected MP for Montgomery in 

the Third Protectorate Parliament. 

Lloyd promoted the English Restoration and was created a baronet of Garth in 
the County of Montgomery, on 10 May 1661. He was Deputy-Governor of the 
Irish Society in 1663. In 1669 he was High Sheriff of Montgomeryshire. 


Edward Misselden (fl. 1608-1654) 

Edward Misselden was an English merchant, and leading member of the 
writers in the Mercantilist group of economic thought. He argued that 
international movements of money and fluctuations in the exchange rate 
depended upon the international trade slows and not the manipulations of the 
bankers, which was the popular view at the time. He suggested that trading 
returns should be established for purposes of statistical analysis, so that the state 
could regulate trade with a view to obtaining export surpluses. 

He was deputy-governor of the Merchant Adventurers' Company at Delft from 
1623 until 1633 14. On his departure from England (October 1623) the East 
India Company invited him to act as one of their commissioners at Amsterdam 
to negotiate a private treaty with the Dutch; he had probably been employed by 
the Merchant Adventurers' Company in 1616 in a similar capacity. 

He returned to Delft at the end of November 1624, and during the next four 
years he was again employed by the East India Company in the Amboyna 
matter. He was also entrusted with the negotiations on behalf of the Merchant 
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Adventurers’ Company for a reduction of the duties on English cloth. Dudley 
Carleton, the English ambassador at the Hague, believed that he had been bribed 
by the Dutch, while the States-General, on the other hand, suspected him of 
compromising their interests by sending secret information to England, and 
confronted him (October 1628) with some of his letters. Misselden was 
aggrieved at his treatment, and declined to have anything further to do with the 
East India Company's affairs. His case was taken up by the privy council, and 
reparation was made (1628). 

Misselden supported William Laud's schemes for bringing the practice of the 
English congregations abroad into conformity with that of the Church of 
England. The merchant adventurers at Delft were strickly Presbyterian, and 
John Forbes, their preacher, exercised great influence. Misselden’s attempts to 
impose the Book of Common Prayer were met by plots to eject him from his 
position, and he and Forbes were bitterly opposed. He was ultimately turned 
out, and the company chose in his place Samuel Avery, a Presbyterian. 

Two years later (1635) abortive attempts were made to obtain his election as 
deputy-governor at Rotterdam, and Charles I addressed a letter to the Merchant 
Adventurers’ Company vainly recommending them to deprive Robert Edwards 
who was in the post. Behind this lay the fact that Misselden had furnished Philip 
Burlamachi with large sums for the king's service, and in May 1633, £13,000 
remained unpaid. 

Misselden was subsequently employed by the Merchant Adventurers' Company 
on missions. Around 1650 he was in Hamburg, and tried to make himself useful 
to the Parliamentary regime; but his reputation as a royalist told against him. 


Sir Henry Vane the Elder (1589 -1655) 

Sir Henry Vane, the elder was an English politician who sat in the House of 
Commons at various times between 1614 and 1654. He served King Charles in 
many posts including secretary of state, but on the outbreak of the English Civil 
War joined the Parliamentary cause. Vane was the eldest son of Henry Vane or 
Sane of Hadlow , Kent, by his second wife, Margaret, daughter of Roger 
Twysden of East Peckham, Kent, and Anne Wyatt. He matriculated from 
Brasenose College, Oxford, on 15 June 1604, was admitted a student of Gary’s 
Inn in 1606. He was knighted by James I on 3 March 1611. 

In February and again in September 1629, and in 1630, King Charles sent Vane 
to Holland in the hope of negotiating a peace between the United Provinces and 
Spain, and obtaining the restoration of the Electorate of the Palatinate by 
Spanish means. In September 1631 Vane was sent to Germany to negotiate 
with Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden . 

As King Charles merely offered the king of Sweden £10,000 per month, and 
expected him to pledge himself to restore the palatinate, Gustavus rejected the 
proposed alliance. Vane's negotiations were also hindered by a personal quarrel 
with Gustavus, but he gave great satisfaction to his own Master. Cottington 
wrote to Vane "Through your wife and dexterous carriage of that great business, 
you have saved his majesty's money and his honour". 

Vane's importance dates from 1630, becoming a member of the privy council . 
Sir Thomas Rowe describes him in a letter to the Queen of Bohemia, as being 
one of those councillors in whom the king Most considered. 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 28 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


Chapter 4 
Samuel Avery & Involvement with Plantations in Ireland 


Settlement and acquiring land holdings in Ireland is complicated. This due to 
the effects of different factions using the Irish land as an investment as in the 
case of the Merchant Adventurers. Then there was Oliver Cromwell who having 
colonised the country through military conflict, paid the soldiers in Irish land 
and obtained monies by charging fees for the appropriated land. 

Later during the reformation, much of the expropriated land was returned to 
original owners, who were mostly Royalists or of a catholic view. 

The various reforms were as a result of a range of laws and ordinances relating 
to the ownership of land and dependant upon who was in power at the time and 
the monies the wanted to raise. 


Adventurers' Act 1642 

https://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Adventurers %27_Act 

Commenced: 19 March 1642 Repealed: 23 May 1950 

The Adventurers' Act 1642 is an Act of the Parliament of England which 
specified its aim as "the speedy and effectual reducing of the rebels in His 
Majesty's Kingdom of Ireland". 


The Act invited members of the public to invest £200 for which they would 
receive 1,000 acres (400 ha; 4.0 km’) of lands that would be confiscated from 
rebels in Ireland . 


The "Adventurers" were called this because they were risking their money at a 
time when the Crown had just had to pay for the Bishops' Wars in 1639-40. 
King Charles could not enforce the Act, but his political opponents, following 
the 1649-1653 Cromwellian conquest of Ireland the act was the basis of the 
Act for the Settlement of Ireland 1652. 

The Acts were extended with three other acts : 

Lands of Irish Rebels; Adventurers' Subscriptions Act 1640 (c. 34) 

Lands of Irish Rebels; Adventurers' Subscriptions Act 1640 (c. 35), 

Trish Rebels Act 1640 (c. 37). 

In July 1643, Parliament doubled the allocation of land to anyone who 
increased their original investment by 25%. 


Comment: Many of the merchant adventures of London participated in the 
scheme as did many members of parliament. Two of these were Samuel Avery & 
his brother Joseph. Samuel Avery was on the House of Commons ’’Committee 
for Ireland” 


Ireland Committee based in Ireland 

1644 Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Committee in Ireland' on 30 September 1644 in nominating and approving of 
and Mr. Samuel Avery ’s Names to be inserted in the Ordinance for Ireland. 
Money for Upon Mr. Pierrepoint’s Report from the Committee Ireland. of both 
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Kingdoms, concerning the Ordinance for Monies for Ireland. 

Resolved:: That this House doth agree with the Committee of both Kingdoms, 
in nominating and approving of Alderman Kenrick, Alderman Foote, Alderman 
Bance, and Mr. Samuel Avery’s Names to be inserted in the Ordinance for 
Treland, as Persons whom they think fit to be continued Treasurers for the 
Monies that shall come in upon this Ordinance for Ireland. 

Resolved:: That this House doth agree with the Committee of both Kingdoms, in 
nominating and approving of Mr. Gabriel Beck, of Lincolns’ inn, to keep the 
Cheque upon these Receipts. 


Samuel Avery’s Lands in Ireland 


As a result of the “Adventurers Act” of 1642, many Merchant Adventurers took up the 
offer of purchasing lots of land in Ireland. The monies raised was used to finance the 
wars of the three kingdoms. Also as the result of an Irish rebellion , many dispossessed 
of their lands . 

Samuel Avery obtained lands in Connello near Limerick. 

Most of the lands were obtained by Protestant Parliamentarians. Many Catholic owners 
of lands were identified as Royalists and forfeited their lands 

With the restoration of Charles II, he created two laws. “The Act of Settlement” (1662) 
which was a partial reversal of the Cromwellian Acts. 

The “Act of Explanation” (1666), Cromwellian Settlers had to give up a third of their 
lands to compensate “innocent Catholics”. 

Samuel Avery died at this time and the land loss debt was passed onto his heirs during 
this process 

In 1689 James II after ascending the throne created the “Act of Attainder” in which 
newer land owners were dispossessed .When William & Mary ascended to the throne 
they continued with the Act . This caused the continued fued between the Protestants 
and Catholics leading to the Williamite War then “Williamite Settlement”, in which 
properties were confiscated to the "Commissioners of Forfeitures"” which, in the 1690s, 
sold them. 

Comment: Appendix I details the various “Acts” and the statistics relating to the land transfers. 


1664 An Ordinance appointing a Committee of the Adventurers for Lands in Ireland, 
for determining differences among the Adventurers... 
Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum, 1642-1660, ed. C H Firth and R S Rait (London, 1911 
British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/no-series/acts-ordinances- 
interregnum/pp942-943 

1664 Names of Committee for determining differences among adventurers in Ireland; 
To determine lands by lot; Continuance of Ordinance. 
Whereas the proportions of several Adventurers for Lands in Ireland, have fallen by lot 
within one and the same Barony, which occasionally differences among the 
Adventurers may occur, in case the total of the Land within the Barony shall not be 
sufficient to answer the proportions of Land allotted to the respective Adventurers; 


Now for the better composing of any differences that shall fall out, and on the humble 
desire of the Adventurers, be it ordained by His Highness the Lord Protector of the 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, by and with the advice and consent 
of his Council. 

The persons named, being equally chosen and nominated by the body of the 
Adventurers: 
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That is to say, Sir Thomas Dacres, Sir John Clotworthy, Alderman Thomas Andrews, Alderman 
John Fowke, Alderman Samuel Avery, Thomas Ayres, John Blackwell Sen, William Webb, 
William Hawkins, Charles Lloyd, George Almory, Thomas Barnardiston, John Greensmith, 
Lawrence Bromefield, Thomas Brightwell, Deputy Hutchinson, Michael Herring, Alexander 
Jones, John Wood, Thomas Strane, Sir David Watkins, Alexander Bence, Thomas Gower, 
William Penoyer, Henry Colborne, William Hickok’s, Thomas Vincent, Alderman Foot, James 
Russell, Alderman Waring, Maurice Thompson, Francis Ashe, John Moyser, John Holland, 
Edmond Harrison, and Ambrose Moore Esquires, 


They are empowered and authorised by themselves or any eleven or more of them, 
where several lots have been drawn by several persons, of lands lying in the same 
Barony, to settle a way and method for determining by which of the adventurers 
proportions, falling within the same particular Barony, decide which of the adventurers 
shall take his proportion, or how much of a portion shall have elsewhere, according to 
the Act of Parliament made in that behalf; 


The Lord Deputy of Ireland and Council, are authorized to settle such persons as shall 
be so removed in such other places as is provided by the Acts of Parliament . And the 
Committee and Committees empowered to settle a method by Lot, for ascertaining the 
subdivision of Adventurers proportion that shall continue in all and every the several 
Baronies according to their respective allotments. 


The Lord Deputy and Council are authorized, to hear and determine all differences that 
happen and arise concerning any the premises, among the Adventurers provided that 
this Ordinance continues in force for one whole year, from the fifth of June last. 


In 1659 Richard Cromwell gave up power, and Charles II was restored as King of 
England, which signified the start of the Restoration. 


Under Charles II the state finances were in such pour condition that the Crown found 
could not honour its debts. State expenditure had been running ahead of the taxation 
and revenue . 


As a result financial records were examined, to identify possible discrepancies 
associated with the protestant parliament . Ordinancies were made to counteract the 
laws created under the Lord Protector, and penalising those associated with the Lord 
Protector. 


At the beginning of the restoration Samuel Avery his son Dudley and many merchant 
adventurers were affected by the change in the political activity taking place. Much of 
which is described below. 


Saturday, January 28th, 1659.Admiralty. 

Ordered, That the Judgment given by Parliament the 20th of September 1659, 

That Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter 
Boothby, Commissioners and Collectors of the Customs, do, at or before the First 

of November 1659, pay into the Receipt of the Public Exchequer, the Sum of 
£22,200,46. 7s.10p, be transmitted into the Court of Exchequer: ( 2017 value = 
£23,353,707.04 ) 


And that the Court proceeds to levy the Sum of of £22,200,46. 7s.10p according the 
Court of Exchequer, upon the Bodies, Goods, and Lands of Samuel Avery, Richard 
Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter Boothby, their Heirs, 
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Executors, and Administrators; any Pretence of any Quietus est (he is quit) obtained by 
them, notwithstanding; the Money not being paid, according to the Judgment. 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Inspections, to hear what can be 
alleged by Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, 

and Walter Boothby. Why any Abatement should be made to them of the Sum of Six 
thousand Pounds ( 2017 - £631,049.40), Part of the Sum of Twenty-two thousand Two 
hundred Forty-six Pounds Seven Shillings Ten-pence, owing to the Commonwealth for 
Monies of the Commonwealth, they received as Commissioners and Collectors of 
Customs; And to report the Matter of Fact, with their Opinion therein, to Parliament: 
But no Process to stay in the meantime. 

Reference ; Journal of the House of Commons: Volume 7, 1651-1660. Originally published by 
His Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 1802. Pages 825-826 


Authors comment: The following book/document reference is as it appears in the title. 
Reference: “AN EXACT ABRIDGMENT of all the Publick Printed Irish Statutes now 
in force, From the Third Year of the Reign of King Edward the Second, to the end of 
the Last Sessions of Parliament, in the Tenth Year of His present Majesty's Reign King 
William the Third. 

METHODIZED and Digested Alphabetically, under apt and proper Heads and Titles- 
An Abridgment of such English Statutes now in Force to this present time, as have been 
Enacted and made since Sir Edward Poyning's Law, relating to the Kingdom of 
Ireland. Where to several complete Tables are Added, of great Use, Ease and Service, 
to the Reader. As also Book Cases and Resolutions in Law, &c. upon many of the said 
Statutes Inserted in the Margin To which is Added, An abridgement of the Acts of 
Settlement, 

Non atiunde floret Respublica quam fi Legum vigeat Authoritas. 

(tr: A republic will not flourish until the authority of the law prevails)” 


“By G (George). Meriton, Esq; Barrister at Law.DUBLIN: Printed by THOMAS 
HUME in Smoak Alley, for P. Dugan opposite the Change on Cork Hill, and D. Roach 
in Skinner-Row, Booksellers, MDCCXXI1V. “ 


1665 Samuel Avery’s adventure in Limerick valued by the King (so far not decreed away) 
CXLVII. Whereas Samuel Avery ( d.1664) late of London, alderman, was an 
adventurer for lands in Ireland, and subscribed and paid in one thousand 
pounds (2017 = £117,546) vested in the land one hundred pounds (20/7 = 
£11,754.6) or thereabout ; 


(Comment : Each lot of land was £100 so this suggests that Joseph Avery had 10 lots of 
land) 


The satisfaction of which adventure was afterwards set out and allotted to not 
decreed , Samuel Avery, in the barony of Connello and county of Limerick, 
who notwithstanding such allotment quit his own lot, and entered the lot of Sir 
Charles Lloyd, baronet, another adventurer, within the same barony of Connello 


This lot continued in the possession of Samuel Avery ,his heirs and assigns, 
until this lot was recently restored to Sir Charles Lloyd : and whereas Samuel 
Avery contract and agree with the late usurpers in England for the farm or 
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receipt of certain customs or impositions upon merchandize exported or 
imported, then and there usually paid, and upon such his contract and 
undertaking became indebted and stood charged and chargeable with the sum of 
ten thousand pounds (20/7 = £11,754,600.00) , as in the records remaining in 
the court of Exchequer in England . 

Comment: Notice the term “late usurpers”’. This I would suggests relates to the 

Rule of the Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell ruling from (1653 — 1658), when the 
adventures obtained their land s in Ireland. 

Now we have the ruling of Charles IT (1660 — 1685) 


Comment: When the Merchant Adventurers distributed Irish Lands they 
realised that there could be boundary issues and set up a system for dispute 
management. However once the restoration started this dispute mechanism 
collapsed. 

Debt and duty stands excepted out of the act of Parliament passed in England, 
entitled, All of free and general pardon, indemnity and oblivion, and remains 
vested in his Majesty, and is still unsatisfied, no lands or tenements, goods or 
chattels of Samuel Avery, whereupon the debt might be levied, being to be 
found in England, and the whole adventure of Samuel Avery, and the lands 
set out in the barony of Connello, 

although no defalcation (the taking or illegal use of money by someone who has responsibility for 
it, such as a company or government official ) be made, are too little to satisfy the debt so 
long behind and unpaid : to this end full satisfaction may be made to his 
Majesty for the debt as far as possible by the adventure be it enacted by the 
authority. 


All the lands, tenements and hereditaments in the barony of Connello , allotted 
to Samuel Avery not already decreed away by the commissioners for 
execution of the former act, into whose hands become by any right or tide 
derived by Samuel Avery, his heirs or assigns, shall remain and continue vested 
in his Majesty, his heirs and successors, in satisfaction and discharge of the 
debt; and if any part of the lands The seventeenth and eighteenth years of 
Charles II (1677 -78 ?). lands have been decreed away by the commissioners for 
execution of the former act, the commissioners for execution of this act (all 
assign to his Majesty by deed under their hands and seals, to be enrolled in 
Chancery, so much more as may be equal in quantity and number of acres to the 
lands decreed away ; 


which lands so assigned shall be vested in his Majesty, his heirs and successors, 


and discharged of the uses or trusts in this- or former act expressed ; anything in 
this or former act, or any other act, matter, or thing to the contrary. 
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Chapter 5 
Politics as Merchant Adventurer & Member of Parliament 


Samuel Avery member of the Merchant Taylors in London...1633 -1635 

Deputy-Governor of Merchant Adventurers in Delft ............ 1645 - 1646 
Master of the Merchant Taylors Company in City of London...1645 -1647 
Elected alderman of the City of London for Cripplegate ward .1645 - 1649 


Commissioner for Customs in London ..................:eeeeeee es 1647 -1648 
Sheriff of London for the year ............... cece eeeeee eee es -.....1647- 1653 
Alderman instead for Bassishaw ward , City of London........ 1654-1655 
Member of Parliament for City of London 

in the First Protectorate Parliament (lasted 5 months) ...... -....1654 - 1655 


1627 Minute of application of Samuel Avery, one of the Merchant Adventurers at 
Delft, for a warrant for payment to Richard Bateman, his partner, of the sum of 
£201., taken up of Avery in the year 1627, by Edward Clarke, since deceased, to 
defray the charges. 

Note: This payment was due to Samuel Avery, for paying for engineers from 
Holland to reclaim lands in England. 

This is the area known as the Fens that were recovered during this period of the 
17" century at the behest of Charles I 

Warrant paying to Richard Bateman, partner with Samuel Avery, Merchant 
Adventurer at Delft, £201. for money taken up of Avery by Edward Clarke, and 
by him disbursed to certain engineers who were to be brought out of the Low 
Countries for the King's service 

References: Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles I, 1629-31'Charles I - 
volume 175: November 1630', in Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles I, 
1629-31, ed. John Bruce (London, 1860), pp. 371-396. British History Online 
http://www. british-history.ac.uk/cal-state-papers/domestic/chas1/1629- 
31/pp371-396 


1633. ~=Note: Edward Misselden was deputy-governor of the Merchant Adventurers’ 
Company at Delft from 1623 until 1633. Edward Misselden supported William 
Laud's schemes for bringing the practice of the English congregations abroad 
into conformity with that of the Church of England. The merchant adventurers at 
Delft were strongly Presbyterian , and John Forbes, their preacher, exercised 
great influence. Misselden's attempts to impose the Book of Common Prayer 
were met by plots to eject him from his position, and he and Forbes were bitterly 
opposed. In 1633 He was ultimately turned out, and the company chose in his 
place Samuel Avery, a Presbyterian . 

1640 Samuel Hartlib letters ‘Payment due to Joseph Avery' on 22 December 1640 in 
London. 
of Mr Samuel Hartlib in full payment of fifty Ryx dollars due to the authors 
brother Mr Joseph Avery from Mr Dury _ } 11.00.10 the sum of eleven pounds 
ten pence: In London the 22th December: 1640. per Samuel 
Avery 
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Ref: Hartlib Papers: Extract out of the letter sent to the authors brother .( 
Samuel Avery to Joseph Avery in Hamburg ). 

Samuel Avery wrote to his brother (Joseph) advising that some individuals 
within parliament were accusing Joseph Avery of not working for the benefit of 
the Merchant Adventurers, due to his spending much time with various heads of 
state to further his own benefit. 

Samuel Avery’s letter to his brother Samuel in Hamburg as follows: 


Electoral dignity, to promise upon the same that his Majestys will engage 
himself in a league with the Emperor offensive and defensive against all. It hath 
been also that you have laboured with the King of Denmark, and others, to send 
forces into this Kingdom against the Parliament. Whereof I believe no part; yet 
thought it the authors part presently to advertise you of these aspersions or 
jealousies (for I know not what name to give them) that you may speedily 
vindicate your reputation.I am partly minded to send such a copy as fore to the 
Secretary of State (Sir Edward Nicholas (1593 — 1669)) : for he can clear me 
also, if he please. 

This evening I am informed by some well-wisher of ours, that at a Committee of 
the house of Commons, some words have been let fall which tended much to the 
impugning of your reputation; namely that you were declining from your 
religion, and that within your negotiations with the King of Denmark, and other 
Princes of late you had done, or at least attempted to do ill offices to your 
Country. The French Ambassador hath lately insinuated to the Parliament, that 
his Master is informed that our King, either with consent of his Parliament, or 
without it, had given commission to his Ministers abroad, that are employed to 
treat about the restitution of the Palatinate...... 


Samuel Avery & the civil war 
London during the Great Rebellion BEING A MEMOIR OF Sir ABRAHAM 
REYNARDSON, KNT, SHERIFF, AND MASTER OF THE MERCHANT 
TAYLORS'COMPANY, 1640-41. LORD MAYOR OF LONDON. Elected 
1648 ; Dismissed 1649 ; Re-elected 1660. 
By CHARLES M. CLODE, F.S.A.(Master 1873-74). LONDON HARRISON 
AND SONS, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty1892. 
Page 16-17 
Amongst the principal inhabitants were Aldermen Pennington and Avery and 
Deputy Owen Rowe, Colonel of the 5th Regiment : they, with 10 others formed 
as a committee, "with Dr. Taylor, the Minister," to judge persons whether they 
be such as to be admitted to Holy Communion. 

1642 Charles I moved for the impeachment of Pym and four of his followers. On 4 
January 1642 
On the 4th January 1642 - the King went to the House of Commons to arrest 
Hampden and Pym and three other members, but failed to do so, as, warned of 
his intentions, they fled to the City and took refuge in Coleman Street, the strong 
hold of the Puritans. 
A panic seized upon the citizens, which was not lessened by the appearance of 
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Charles at the Guildhall on the 5 January, to demand the surrender of the five 
members, and afterwards as a voluntary guest to dine with Sir George Garrett, 
the Sheriff having no sympathy with his cause. The City thus became the strong 
hold of the Parliamentary party, and the Commons resolved to appoint a Grand 
Committee to sit at the Guildhall, possibly as a matter of personal security, at 3 
p.m. to consider of our safety and the assistance of Ireland. 

Accordingly this Committee sat there on the6th, and, after deliberation, declared 
the acts of the King to be a breach of privilege of their House, and this resolution 
was posted and circulated in the City the same night. The excitement increased, 
for rumours were current that Coleman Street was to be attacked and that troops 
were to enter Ludgate between and 10 of the same night ; but the citizens were 
not wanting in energy to defend themselves, for such was the civic organisation, 
that in the space of an hour 40,000 men, with complete arms, and near 100,000 
more with halberds, &c., were ready to act on the order of the Lord Mayor 
(Gurney). 

Notes: 

Coleman Street. Was the home of many “parliamentarians” before and during the civil 
war, and home to many members of the “merchant adventurers of London” . Many of 
whom bought lands in Ireland and were involved with the “plantations” in the 
Americas. 

John Donoghe suggests that the activities of the residents of Coleman Street developed 
into “Colonial Britain” 


Reference: “FIRE Under The Ashes” — An Atlantic History of the English 
Revolution by JOHN DONOGAUE, University of Chicago Press, 2013 

On the 18th of May another Ordinance for governing the London Militia was 
passed, in which the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs for the time being, and 
Reynardson, with eight other Aldermen, were named Commissioners. Warner, 
Lord Mayor.—Aldermen Wollaston, Reynardson, Clarke, Gibbs, Chambers, 
Foot, Avery, Byde, and Viner. 

The Ordinance was printed by John Wright, 1648 

Reference: “FIRE Under The Ashes” Page 44 

The Rump parliament formed in December 1642 purged the City, as well as 
Parliament, of all Royalists. 

The proposals to bring the King to trial, which had been initiated at 
Westminster, found approval in the City of London, acting with the authority of 
the Corporation, would endorse this policy of the Rump and strengthen them in 
their course of action. This would help persuade the world that the trial of the 
King by his accusers had received the deliberate approval of the people of 
England. 

Accordingly a petition was put in circulation, to be signed by any who pleased, 
addressed to the Commons, in these words : 

“That, as ye have begun to advance the interest of impartial justice, so you 
would vigorously proceed in the execution thereof upon all the grand and capital 
authors, contrivers of, and actors in, the late wars against the Parliament and 
Kingdom, from the highest to the lowest. That the wrath of God may be 
appeased, good men satisfied, and evil men deterred from adventuring upon the 
like practices for the future. " 
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And concluding : 

“That, having by your votes of the 4th of January instant,’ declared that the 
Commons of England, in Parliament assembled, have the supreme power of this 
nation’ you would (as far as you are able) endeavour the settling thereof upon 
foundations of righteousness and peace. In the maintenance and prosecution of 
which votes, and of these our just and humble desires, we are resolved to stand 
by you to the uttermost of our power against all opposition whatsoever." 


In order to give weight and authority to this petition, the promoters designed to 
obtain its adoption by the newly-formed Common Council which Reynardson 
had been ordered to summon. Accordingly, on the 9th, when the Council met, 
Reynardson having the support of six. only of the Aldermen 


The petition was submitted, with the request that it might be presented by them 
to the House of Commons. After it had been openly read, the Court, perceiving 
its importance, referred it to a special Committee " : 

These -were Edmunds, Avery (merchant Taylor), Bide, Viner, Packe, and 
Bateman. 


Thus, after many hours of conflict with the Commons of London, carried on with 
inflexible resolution, Reynardson closed the meeting, having saved the 
Corporation from the supreme act of disloyalty in which his opponents sought to 
involve their fellow citizens. 

The narrative went on to describe Reynardson's conduct as inflicting 

" sufferings for eight hours at least, in breach of undoubted rights and 
privileges," 

and appealed to the House 

" for the consideration thereof, and for such directions as might make the 
Commons of London useful for the ends for which they were chosen. 

There is no record extant giving the names of the two Aldermen who adhered to 
Reynardson on this occasion. 

On the Court there were five appointed in the Ordinance for, and acted as 
judges at, the King's trial, and six others were ultimately degraded for their 
adherence to his cause. 

Two of these, Soames and Chambers, were summoned before the Rump, and 
declared, as Reynardson had done, that their oaths of allegiance restrained 
them from acting against the King's authority. 


Another Alderman, "Honest Avery," was his colleague on the Court of the 
Merchant Taylors, but took office under the Council of State, and is not likely to 
have been one of the two adhering to Reynardson. 


Lloyd's Memoir (d. 1659), pages 569 - 611, page 630. 

1609 February 5, 1609, Samuel, son of James(Jacob) Avery, of Mells, in the county 
of Somerset, Clothier, was apprenticed to Richard Gore, Merchant Taylor of 
London and Merchant Adventurer to Spain and Portugal, , and made free on 
February 11, 1621. 

1645 Samuel Avery elected an Alderman, he was sworn as an Assistant. 
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Elected and sworn as Master of the Company on July 15, 1645. 
In 1647 was elected Sheriff . 


1642 —_ Letter from Joseph Avery in Hamburg to Samuel Avery MP 


Comment: This is the copy of a letter sent from, Samuel Avery’s brother, Joseph 
Avery in Hamburg. Joseph wrote to his brother thanking him for the 
information. Advising him he could not communicate the reason for his spending 
so much time with heads of state, as he was on a secret mission for the crown 
(Charles I)Note: The background of this political turmoil is explained in depth 
in the article “ Joseph Avery :iiriii0ii2c020085 % 

Reference: Hartlib Papers: Copy Letter, Joseph Avery To Samuel Avery, 
Dating: 16 June 1642 Ref: 45/3/9A-12B Notes: This is a copy of 45/3/15. 
Loving brother. I give you many thanks for that which you imparted to me by 
your last letter of the 13th May lately received. but I should yet thanked you 
more, if you would take the panes to find out the authors of those most horrid, 
false, and slanderous suggestions, & aspersions against me; which certainly none 
but the Drivel himself, or his instruments could so have raised, or cast into the 
mind of the Parliament, or any particular member thereof. 

What shall I say? It is no new thing for good men to suffer for their best actions; 
and to be traduced & scandalized for their sincerest intentions. the best at one 
time, or other, will meet with scoffing Ishmaels, and cursing and railing 
Rabshakehs, It is the portion of all that will lieu godly, here to suffer 
persecution; and as I have not been heretofore, so I may not looked hereafter to 
be free of this condition. 

But, to come nearer to the particulars of your letter; | have (for mine owned part) 
in the authors public negotiations & employments with many Princes, done, or 
at least endeavoured to performer, many good offices for the authors King and 
Country, for advancement of the cause of the Palatinate, and of the true 
Protestant religion; and, for the authors zeal heroin shewed, have heretofore 
suffered very much at the hands of some great ones about the Court. who 
thought me too forward & hotter in the authors affections and actions against the 
adverse partied; which I doubt some of them favoured too much 

And, how so ever , the Lord would not suffer these men to prevail further 
against me; yet they have been a means both to keep me vender, and to keep 
from me mine owned, which I have disbursed in his Majesty’s service, besides 
the authors ordinary allowance, as you well know. 


I believe I may truly say that neuter any one of his Majesty’s ministers in 
moraine employment was ever so far behind hand, as I am. This hath been the 
authors lot to a long time, and to suffer from their tongues, who were no great 
well wishes to our religion; but neuter until now to be so much as suspected, 
much less to be rumoured & voiced (as your letter insinuates) to be of a contrary 
disposition, or affection; and (which indeed might well followed, if the former 
were true) that I were declining from the authors religion. 

For the vindicating of mine owned innocence, and reputation with the 
Parliament, I should sooner do it, if I knew mine accusers; and to their shame as 
well, or better perhaps, if that high & honourable Court would call me to accept 


Samuel Avery-publication-v 1-0 Page 38 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


for any of the authors negotiations, or actions. 


I should desire no better Judges, and hope for justice at their hands against mine 
adversaries. In the meantime, the authors confidence is that none of these 
imputations while entertained with credit, by any wise men, that know me not, 
without dew proof; as I presume they no sooner heard, then rejected of all 
honest men, who have any knowledge of me, or of the authors conversation with 
them. 

I dare not, without order, reveal such secrets would not only wound the authors 
reputation, but expose all that I know. Nevertheless, the very rumours & reports 
may perhaps breed jealousies & doubts of me in some men’s minds, and that 
may turned also to the authors prejudice; which indeed I believe to be the chief 
aye of the authors false accusers. 


But, how to present, or stop this mischief, I know not, unless I receive some 
further ground of these things from you. For, to communicate the commissions, 
or instructions received from his Majesty's (which would sooner clear all) and 
the authors negotiations have besides unto hazard, and danger. Nevertheless, 
because I know not how far these fouled aspersions may reflect upon me there in 
the authors absence, 


Isend you enclosed in confidence the copies of the authors late propositions 
unto the King of Denmark, and Elector of Brandenburg, and of their answers to 
the same. 


These contained the substance of the authors negotiations with them; and out of 
these will appear quite the contrary unto that which has been suggested against 
me. and these I can send you with the less danger; because they are in other 
men’s hands, as well as mine; and it may be conceived it proceeded from others 
as well as me, if they should come to be made public; according as some 
passages of mine here to fore with other Princes have been both published, & 
printed here in German without any communication, much less knowledge, or 
consent of mine. 


I send you these now, that if you think it fitter for the clearing of the authors 
reputation, you may communicate the same with the authors Lord Say & Seale 
(William Fiennes, Ist Viscount Saye and Sele (1582 — 1662)) of the Lords house, 
and with Mr Pym MP (John Pym (1584 — 1643)) of the house of Commons, (for 
these gentlemen I hear to be amongst the most eminent for wisdom & piety in 
our present Parliament), whose good word, thorough such assured evidence & 
information, will sooner be able to stopped the false, ignorant, vainer, & eerie 
suggestions of the author ill willers, or such as their slanders may have any way 
wrought upon us. 


If you shall be moved to shew these copies unto those gentlemen afore, or to 
any other that is honest, discreet & religious; I pray have a special care to 
begged at their hands, that they will keep all private & secret to themselves, as I 
desire you also not to be acknowledged, that you have any of these papers from 
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me; for that I neither dare, nor can avouch the communicating thereof. 


What to say or write more on this subject I do not know but only to desire you 
(if possible) to sift out the authors of this wicked information; which I confessed 
I suspect to proceed from some few foolish, proud, & malicious men here, 
because they have otherwise discovered their Follie, ennui & malice, against me 
in other respects. 


I would not (as in the authors place with a safe conscience I could not) comport 
with their vicious, and corrupt humours; which I confessed deserve much pitied, 
and I will pray to make them unto themselves seemed as odious, as they wile 
unto all good & discreet men, for the authors carriage towards them, the authors 
chief witness is in heaven, and I have another within mine own breast, hic murus 
(Translated: this wall) avenues stop. 

Now for answers unto your desire of the authors opinion touching the King of 
Denmark’s Preparations. I shall let you understand it in brief. 


First, it is usual for him every year, in the Sound, to put it into a posture & 
equipage. But this Spring he hath had an occasion extraordinary both for men 
and shipping, by reason of an agreement passed betwixt him & the King of 
Spain for the trade of Spanish salt: for the fetching whereof he hath lately sent 
out a fleet. 


Then, for his land forces, I believe them only to have been intended for the 
defence of his own Countries of Holstein & the parts adjacent: which were 
obnoxious unto ein quarti rung (translation: quartering), and other 
inconveniences. 


When the Imperial & Swedes armies, the last winter, were so near these parts; 
especially if the Imperialists had gotten the upper hand, which was much feared 
then; though it hath pleased God since to turned the scales. 


Whether this King hath been sought unto to send any forces for England, I 
cannot tell, or am able to avouch any certainty in this particular, by reason of 
different reports I have heard, both whilst I was at Dansick, and since the authors 
coming home. I have inquired after it by the best means I could, without 
suspicion; and cannot discerned as yet any likelihood, or good ground of it. 


I am sure , if any such thing hath been at all negotiated, it hath not been by me; 
and, as I know nothing at all thereof, so, if ought to be of it, it was done no doubt 
when I was out of these parts so far off with the Prince Elector of Brandenburg. 


But, for mine owned part, I can yet hardly believe any such matter; and am 
confident that the king of Denmark’s preparations were not at the first for any 
such designee, as well for the reasons before mentioned, as for that the Duke of 
Holstein, & Gentry of the whole Country share to in those levies of the King, 
and do contribute to the maintenance of the same. 

Besides: I know the States of Denmark to be utterly averse from War; and in 
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their late Parliament, were very urgent with their King, as not to intermeddle any 
way in the differences betwixt the Emperor, and Crowne of Sweden, so not to 
remain in Holstein so long as of late years he hath been accustomed to do; but to 
keep his residence & abode at Copenhagen, and in Denmark. 


Moreover, there was a deliberation Holden (Henry Holden, English theologian) 
lately both in Denmark & Holstein whither they should continue their forces on 
footed any longer; seeing the armies afore were removed now so far off and her 
upon there are some of them since within these 14 days cashiered, for the easing 
of their charge; though they had the greatest part still in pay, until they see 
further what successes the wars will produce. 


And thus you have the authors opinion touching this business. I must tell you 
withal, that many have jealousies of the King of Denmark’s league with Spain. 
Which although it be given out only to be for the trade of Salt; yet it is doubted 
to reach further; and howsoever, they in Spain may make use of Danish ships 
from time to time when they are there at their pleasure, and these may be 
prejudicial unto such as are in wares with Spain. And thus much in answered 
unto your letter: wherewith I conclude at this time, and with the authors heartiest 
commends, committee you to the protection of the Almighty, 


your loving Brother Hamburg the 16th January anno 1642. 
I. Averie 


To the authors loving Brother 


Mr Samuel Averie merchant in London 


“Joseph Avery” was a merchant adventurers representative in Hamburg and also a diplomat for 
Charles I. He had been requested to confidentially represent Elizabeth Stuart Electress of the 
Palatinate & Queen of Bohemia with her uncle King of Denmark to obtain her grand mothers 
(Sophie of Mecklenburg-Giistrow) jewellery from the King of Denmark who was her executor. 


1643 19 May 1643 ‘sending from hence an Ambassador to the ensuing general treaty 
in Germany,' (British history online) . 
Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles I, 1641-3. 'Charles I - volume 
497: May 1643", pp. 459-465 
ed. William Douglas Hamilton (London, 1887),. 
British History Online http://www. british-history.ac.uk/cal-state- 
papers/domestic/chas 1/164 1-3/pp459-465 


1643 Secretary Nicholas to Sir Thomas Roe. 
I have communicated to his Majesty yours of May 4, 10, and 11. To that part 
which shows the fitness of sending from hence an Ambassador to the ensuing 
general treaty in Germany; his Majesty answers that he exceeding well approves 
your advice concerning the ambassage (a message sent by an embassy) , and in 
default thereof the way of recommending to the French, Danish, and Swedish 
Crowns the protection of the Palatine cause by letters to them respectively; his 
Majesty, for some domestic respects, inclining for the present rather to this last, 
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till he shall discover the effects of the change in France. 


Therefore, he desires you to instruct his ministers in those places abroad how 
they shall best advance that business, and his Majesty's and the Protestant 
interests, of which he is really as tender as his own at and before the meeting. 


Likewise that you would either frame such respective letters for his Majesty's 
signature, or transmit hither such heads as you know are necessarily to be 
touched in those letters. By this means his Majesty conceives he shall gain time, 
wherein our own distractions may happily end, and save also the honour of this 
Crown by sending hereafter his Ambassador, if a general accommodation 
appears likely to ensue, which can be no sudden work, as formerly you have 
noted. 


Your viewing of Mr. Browne and Mr. Avery's (Joseph) letters was that 
which I had omitted to request of you, and therefore be pleased to take 
those intelligences out of the authors letters till your own correspondence 
shall be settled with all freedom and authority. 


The Poor Knights' places void at Windsor his Majesty is pleased to assure you 

he will not bestow until he shall speak with you himself. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Sequestrations' on 2 June 1643 

to appoint Mr. Samuel Avery to be Treasurers and Receivers of all such Monies. 
1643 Sequestrations 

Resolved:, That this House doth nominate and appoint Mr. Samuel Avery, Mr. 

Thomas Barnardiston, Mr. Wm. Hobson, Deputy, and Mr. Rich. Hill, in Lime- 

street, to be Treasurers and Receivers of all such Monies, as shall come in Ditto. 

Upon the Ordinance for Sequestrations.. 

The Lords Concurrence to be desired herein. 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons -' 
Payment to the Earl of Essex ' on 27 June 1643 in Mr Avery et al Treasurers for 
the Sequestrations Pay. 


1643 Payment to the earl of Essex Ordered, By the Commons, that Mr. Earl, Mr 
Avery, Mr, Barnardiston, Mr. Hobson, and Mr. Hill, Essex. Treasurers for the 
Sequestrations, shall, out of the first Monies to them coming by the Ordinance 
for Sequestrations. 

Pay unto his Excellency the Earl of Essex, or his Deputies, Two thousand 
Pounds; and One thousand Pounds Monthly, afterwards; 

Until Five thousand Pounds be fully paid him; in Satisfaction of the like Sum of 
Five thousand Pounds, appointed for him in November last. 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons 

-'Mr. Avery List of Names have paid Monies to the Gloucestershire Clothiers ' 
from 14 September 1643 to 15 September 1643 

in the King's Command, contrary to the Order of this House to the Committee at 
Haberdashers Hall. 


Samuel Avery-publication-v 1-0 Page 42 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


Clothiers & Ordered, 
That Mr. Avery, Deputy Governor of the Merchants Adventurers, and the 
Deputies of other Counties trading in Cloth, do deliver in a List of the Names of 
such Merchants as have paid Monies to the Gloucestershire Clothiers, or to the 
Clothiers of other Counties 
in the King's Command, contrary to the Order of this House to the Committee at 
Haberdashers Hall. 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Northern Committee’ on 21 October 1643 
To Replace resident in the north in the Place of Mr. Samuel Avery. 

1643. =Northern Committee. 
Upon the humble Petition of the Governors, Assistants, and Fellowship of 
Merchant Adventurers of England, this Day presented to the House, 
It is Ordered, by the Commons in Parliament assembled, 
That Mr I ‘assail do desire the authors Lord Mayor to call a Common Council, to 
meet To-morrow at Three of Clock, to the End that they make Choice of another 
Person to be one of the Committee to reside in the North, in the Place of Mr. 
Samuel Avery, formerly chosen to reside there ; 


In regard of the many and public Employments he has for the Parliament and the 
Commonwealth. 

1644 Reference: Journals of The House of Commons 
-'Ordinance of Parliament to receive and collect the Duties of Tonnage and 
Poundage ' from 15 February 1644 to 16 February 1644 
A New ordinance which commissioners of customs, Inc. Samuel Avery are given 
powers to collect. 
That they be allowed Four thousand Pounds per Annum for the Defraying of 
their Charge in Attendance of this Service: And they are ready to undertake it; 
and to give in their Names, so soon as it shall 
please the honourable House of Commons to vote, 
That they will accept of their Service under these Conditions. 


That this being voted, 

an Ordinance passed both Houses:, Order to these humble Propositions, they 
are ready to advance Fifty thousand Pounds within Six Days after they are 
settled in the Receipts, and to forbear the whole Fifty thousand Pounds, till 
Twenty thousand Pounds more shall become in upon the Receipt of the 
Customs, 


To make up Seventy thousand Pounds for the Use of the Navy: Which being 
accomplished, if whole Fifty thousand Pounds for One, Two, or Three Words. 


They will be content to forbear the whole so long; and then to reimburse 
themselves Twenty thousand Pounds, out of the receipts, as the Money Form 
shall come in; and to forbear the other Thirty thousand Pounds, so long as the 
State shall be pleased to make use thereof, and they be continued in the Service; 
paying themselves their Salary, and such Interest as shall be ".due unto them for 
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the Time, quarterly, after the Rate of Eight per Centum, per Annum; and the 
Parliament Affairs. 


To make use of all other the receipts of the Customs, which shall come in, from 
time to time, during their Employment, as they shall, in their wisdoms, think it is 
fit. They shall be ready, upon all other occasions, to carry on that Service, as 
they shall be encouraged by the good Acceptance of their Service, and the future 
just Favours of the Parliament. 


Resolved:, &c. That this House doth approve of these Propositions. Names of 
the Gentlemen, that have made these Propositions, shall be now named. And 
thereupon they were named; Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Christopher 
Pack, Charles Lloyd, Walter Boothby. 


Resolved:, &c. That the Consideration of these Persons shall be taken up on 
Monday next, the first Business. 


Commissioner of the Customs 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

Customs Resolution' from 17 February 1644 to 18 February 1644 in That Mr. 
Samuel Avery be a Commissioner of the Customs, according to the Propositions 
approved. 

Customs. 

Resolved: :That Mr. Samuel Avery be a Commissioner of the Customs, 
according to the Propositions approved of on Saturday last. 

Resolved:, &c. That Mr. Richard Bateman be a Commissioner of the Customs, 
according to the Propositions. 

Resolved:, &c. That Mr. Christopher Pack be a Commissioner of the Customs, 
according to the Propositions. 

Resolved:, &c. That Mr. Charles Lloyd be a Commissioner of the Customs, 
according to the Propositions. 

Resolved:, &c. That Mr. Walt. Boothby be a Commissioner of the Customs, 
according to the Propositions. 

Resolved:, &c. That Mr. Samuel Avery, Mr. Richard Bateman, Mr. Christopher 
Pack, Mr. Charles Lloyd, and Mr. Walt. Boothby, do come to the House To- 
morrow Morning to subscribe and sign the Propositions presented for entering 
upon the Collection of the Customs. 


Ordered, That Mr. Green do, To-morrow, bring in an Ordinance for the 
collecting and carrying on the Receipts of the Customs, according to the 
Propositions approved on Saturday last; with a Blank for a Time for the same to 
commence. 


Commissioner of Customs 

There were a number of Commissioners of Customs who were responsible for 
various parts of England. Samuel Avery had responsibilities for London. 

16 May 1643.The excise duties were formally announced to the Long 
Parliament. 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 44 


1645 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


An ordinance was subsequently passed on 22 July stipulating that duties were to 
be renewed on a monthly basis. 


Treasurers in London had to provide warrants for the allocation of excise 
revenue, while parliament had auditors to keep track of and retain control of the 
flow of funds. 


During the Interregnum 1649 -1660 excise revenues was distributed to the 
military, especially the navy with little accountability of funding distribution. 


With the ascendance of Charles IIT ( Merry Monarch) and the start of the 
Restoration, with a need to fund himself and the state, had the tax collected 
areas of government audited. 


This was undertaken by Colonel John Downes who had been auditor of the 
Duchy of Cornwall. 


The commissioners of customs were personally liable for tax collection Any 
financial discrepancies.. As a result the joint commissioners of customs, Samuel 
Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter Boothby 
were found liable for the shortfall of monies identified in the audit. 


According to the commissioners during the interregnum of the civil war the 
collected monies for the exchequer was spent on developing the navy. 


There was no financial trail, and technically the taxes were distributed without 
acknowledgement of the crown hence group liability of the taxes. 
During payment negotiations, they attempted to limit their liabilities. 


This financial liability was towards the end of Samuel Avery’s life. Any 
restitution was passed on to the estate of the commissioner. In this case the 
estate of Samuel Avery. 


Redemption of Captives in Algiers 

In 1645 the number of people from the south west of England taken as slaves to 
north Africa became serious. 

Fishermen would not go out to sea, as they wish to stay at home to protect their 
families. 

Parliament set up a committee to receive monies for the redemption of captives 
from Algiers. The committee included Samuel Avery et al 


Reference: History of the House of Commons : 

‘Committee for redemption of monies for Algiers' on 9 July 1645 in Committee 
to receive in all Monies due upon Bond taken upon the Duty of One per Cent, for 
Redemption of Captives in Algiers. 

During July 1645 the parliamentary committee intended to meet daily between 
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15.00 hrs to 18:00 hrs at Merchant-Taylors-Hall. 

Edmund Cason was sent to to Algiers to negotiate the ransom and release of 
English captives. 

There were approximately 650 people in captivity. He managed to free 250 of 
them for the sum of £7500. 


Friday, 11. July, 1645 
Committee appointed by Parliament to receive the Moneys due on the Bonds for 
Redemption of the Captives in Algiers. 


Joint Ordinance of Houses of Parliament 5th July, 

appointed this Committee to receive in all Moneys due upon Bond taken upon 
the Duty of One per Cent, for Redemption of Captives in Algiers from 
Merchants, according to this Rule ; 

Of all who shall voluntarily bring in their Moneys on or before the 24th present, 
One fourth part of One per Cent. 

And if any shall refuse to accept of the Benefit thereof, or seek to elude the 
Ordinance, that then they shall be compelled to pay the whole Duty of One per 
Cent, or the whole Penalty of the Bonds. 

The same to be levied by Distress. And if any Money shall be Over plus, after 
£10000. first deducted out of the monies arising on the Bonds, the same shall be 
repaid unto such Persons as shall pay in their Money before the 24th day of this 
Month: 


If such remainder will not fully reimburse them, then they shall be paid what 
remains, out of the Moiety of the Moneys that shall be collected on the 
Ordinance now passed for Continuance of the Duty of a Fourth part of One per 
Cent, from the 10th of December next, unto the 31 December 1646. 

In pursuance therefore of the Commands of both Houses of Parliament for, the 
carrying on of this so pious a work, 


This Committee doth think sit hereby to publish, that they intend and do appoint 
to meet constantly every day at Merchant-Taylors-Hall, between the Hours of 
Three and Six in the Afternoon. 


All, of whom it does or may concern, are to take notice accordingly. 


Samuel Avery, Robert Lowther, Walter Pell, Rowland Wilson Senior, Thomas 
Hodges , William Metbold, Edmund Cafon, Robert Abdy, Samuel Mico, Charles 
Smiling, Richard Leg, Thomas Rich, Jonathan Andrews, Nathaniel Wright, 
Thomas Burnel, Richard Chiverton, Nathan Wright, Richard Hill , Benjamin 
Delaney, William Vincent, Henry Hutt, Hugh Wood. A Deela 


Notes On The Barbary Pirates and English Slaves. 

For over 300 years, the coastlines of the south west of England were at the 
mercy of Barbary pirates (corsairs) from the coast of North Africa, based mainly 
in the ports of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli. Their number included not only North 
Africans but also English and Dutch privateers. 
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Their aim was to capture slaves for the Arab slave markets in North Africa. 
Barbary pirates raided on land as well as at sea. In August 1625 corsairs raided 
Mounts Bay, Cornwall, capturing 60 men, women and children and taking them 
into slavery. 

In 1626 St Keverne was repeatedly attacked, and boats out of Looe, Penzance, 
Mousehole and other Cornish ports were boarded, their crews taken captive and 
the empty ships left to drift. It was feared that there were around 60 Barbary 
men-of-war prowling the Devon and Cornish coasts and attacks were now 
occurring almost daily 

The situation was so bad that in December 1640 a Committee for Algiers was set 
up by Parliament to oversee the ransoming of captives. 

. In 1645, another raid by Barbary pirates on the Cornish coast saw 240 men, 
women and children kidnapped. 

In 1645 Parliament sent Edmund Cason to Algiers to negotiate the ransom and 
release of English captives. He paid on average £30 per man (women were more 
expensive to ransom) and managed to free some 250 people before he ran out of 
money. 

By the 1650s the attacks were so frequent that they threatened England’s fishing 
industry 


At that time it was reported that there were some 3,000 to 5,000 English people 
in captivity in Algiers. Charities were also set up to help ransom the captives 
and local fishing communities clubbed together to raise money to liberate their 
own. 


Cason spent the last § years of his life trying to arrange the release of a further 
400, Fishermen reluctant to put to sea leaving their families unprotected ashore. 


Oliver Cromwell decided to take action and decreed that any captured corsairs 
should be taken to Bristol and slowly drowned. Lundy Island, where pirates 

from the Republic of Salé (City State — modern Morocco) had made their base, 
was attacked and bombarded, but despite this, the corsairs continued to mount 
raids on the coastal towns and villages in Cornwall, Devon and Dorset. 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons : 

-' Order for Repayment of Money ' on I October 1646 in Avery, .Samuel, Order 

for Repayment of Money advanced by him and Richard Bateman. 

Index of 4th volume Avery, .Samuel, Order for Repayment of Money advanced 
by him and Richard Bateman, | Oct 1646 


Abolishing Bishops and Archbishops 

In December 1640 a petition was presented to the Long Parliament called 

the Root and Branch Petition . The petition called for an abolishment 

of episcopacy (government of the church by a hierarchy of bishops) from the 'roots' and 
in all its 'branches'. 

This petition formed the basis of the Root and Branch Bill, introduced in 
Parliament by Henry Vane and Oliver Cromwell in May 1641. 


The bishops ensured they were rejected by the House of Lords .The debates in 
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Parliament resulted in the indication of parliamentary support for church 
reform, but the bill was defeated in August 1641. 


The Commons responded by introducing the Bishops Exclusion Bill, which 
would remove them from the House of Lords, but in December 1641 this was 
also rejected. 

In January 1642, Charles I fled London, accompanied by many Royalist MPs 
and Lords; this gave the anti-episcopal faction a majority in both houses, and the 
“Root and Branch Bill” became law in February 1642. 

In June 1643, the Parliamentarians convened the Westminster Assembly in order 
to formally restructure the Church of England. 

In October 1646 ,following the end of the First Civil War, the aims of the Root 
and Branch Bill were ultimately achieved as Parliament passed the Ordinance 
for the abolishing of Archbishops and Bishops in England and Wales and for 
settling their lands and possessions upon Trustees for the use of the 
Commonwealth. 

One of the trustees was Samuel Avery MP 


The Rump Parliament abolished the Act of Uniformity (1558), while England 
had an officially established church with Presbyterian policy, there was no 
requirement to attend services in the established church. 


The abolished episcopacy in the Church of England , replaced with a 
Presbyterian system, and replacing the Book of Common Prayer with the 
Directory of Public Worship. The implementation of the reforms proceeded 
slowly. 


In many localities - especially areas with large Royalist populations during both 
the bishops and the Book of Common Prayer were popular, and ministers and 
congregations, continued worship in their ordinary way. 


Independents opposed the scheme, and started conducting themselves as 
gathered churches. 


Presbyterianism Clergymen disliked the ordinance because it included an 
Erastian (state supremacy in ecclesiastical affairs) element in the office of 
"commissioner". Therefore some were less enthusiastic about implementing 
Parliaments scheme. 


As the office of bishop had been abolished in the church, there was no one to 
enforce the new Presbyterianism scheme. Resulting in a combination of 
opposition and apathy meant that little was done. 

With the abolition of the Act of Uniformity, even the pretence of religious 
uniformity broke down. 


Many sects were organized during this time. It is not clear that they are "Puritan" 
sects since less emphasis was placed on the Bible. A characteristic of Puritans. 
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Instead insisting on the role of direct contact with the Holy Spirit. The groups 
included , “Ranters”, “Fifth Monarchists”, “Seekers”, “Muggletonians” and 
prominently “Quakers”. 


1646 Reference: Journals of The House of Commons - 

-'Abolishing Bishops and Archbishops’ from 5 October 1646. Within the 
“ordinance” Samuel Avery was included In the Names of the Trustees, 

An Ordinance, presented by the City was read: With the Names of the named 
Trustees 

Upon the Question was approved : with these following names: 

“Thomas Adams, Alderman, now Lord Mayor; Sir John H Pollaston Knight, 
Sir George Clark Knight; John Langham, Alderman; John Fowke, Alderman; 
James Bunct, Alderman; Wynn. Gibbs, Alderman; Samuel Avery Alderman; 
Thomas Noel, Christopher Pack, John Bellam, Edward Hooker, Thomas 
Arnold, Richard Glyde, W. Hobson, Francis Ashe, John Babington, Laurence 
Bromfield, Alexander Jones, John Jones, Richard Venner, Stephen Eastwick, 
Robert Mead, James Storey. 


1640 = Charles I and the Covenanters signed the Treaty of Ripon as a preliminary to a 
more detailed and permanent treaty. Meanwhile, the Scottish army was to be 
allowed to occupy Northumberland and County Durham, and was to be paid 
£850 per day for its upkeep. 

A Presbyterian Scottish (Covenanters) was courted by Charles I , who had 
identified that the Parliamentary military were in disarray. He handed himself 
over to the Covenanters led by Alexander Leslie (/st Earl of Leven (1580 — 4 
April 1661)) at Southwell, Nottinghamshire. 

In the event, the Covenanters used the king as a bargaining chip to prise 
£200,000 from Parliament. 

Therefore there was a need for parliament to raise the funds for the Scottish 
armies 

Both sides were always short of money raising through taxation, forced loans, 
gifts and plunder. The King obtained supplies on credit in Europe. 
Parliament’s methods of raising money became very well-organised, allowing it 
to maintain the New Model Army. In Scotland, the Army of the Covenant, 
which fought on Parliament’s side, was centrally organised and paid. 


Reference: History of the House of Commons 

‘Raising Money for the Scottish armies' on 9 October 1646 in for the speedy 
raising the two hundred thousand Pounds for the Scots. Parliament ordained 
that much of Bishops lands was to be confiscated and sold to raise the required 
military funding. 


1646 The two Houses of parliament, for the speedy raising the two hundred thousand 
Pounds for the Scots Armies, hastened their Ordinances: 
first for abolishing Episcopacy; and second for Sale of all Bishops Lands; which 
ran as follows 
Friday, 9. October 1646. For the abolishing, of Archbishops, and Bishops and 
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providing for the payment of the debts of the Kingdom, into which the same has 
been drawn by a War, mainly promoted by and in favour of the Archbishops, 
and Bishops, and other their Adherents, and Dependents. 


Ordained,: By the Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same: 

From the fifth day of September 1646 are hereby abolished and taken away, 
The Name, Title, Stile and Dignity of Archbishop of Canterbury, Archbishop of 
Fork, Bishops of Winchester, Durham, and of all other Bishops of any 
Bishoprics within the Kingdom of England, and Dominion of Wales. 

Every person is henceforth disabled to hold the function of Archbishop or 
Bishop of any Church, See, or Diocese established within the Kingdom of 
England, Dominion of Wales or Town of Barmouth, or to use any Bishop or 
Episcopal Jurisdiction, by any authority whatsoever, or any Law or Custom to 
the contrary . 


Ordained: That all Assets associated with estates of Archbishops, Bishops and 
diocese and all other Possessions and Hereditaments and every of their 
appurtenances of what nature or quality acquired at any time within ten years 
before the beginning of this present Parliament, were belonging to the 
Archbishops or Bishops, Archbishoprics, or Bishoprics, or any of them, which 
they had held and enjoyed in the Right of their Archbishoprics, or Bishoprics 
dignities, Offices or Places respectively . 


All written documents, concerning any of the premises belonging to any the 
Archbishops, or Bishops, Archbishoprics, and Bishoprics, are vested and settled, 
are adjudged and deemed to be in the possession of and seized by the Trustees 
of the Commonwealth including Samuel Avery Alderman, Thomas Adams 
Alderman, now Lord Mayor of the City of London, et al., 


And that they , 
Ordinance of Parliament, for the abolishing of Archbishops, within the 
Kingdom of England, and Dominion of Wales, and for getting of their Lands, 
and Possessions, upon Trustees for the use of the Commonwealth. 

1646 Reference: History of the House of Commons 

‘Ordinance for the abolishing of Archbishops and Bishops in England and 

Wales and for settling their lands and possessions upon Trustees for the use of 
the Commonwealth removing Bishoprics' on November 1646 in Removing 
Bishoprics and handing them over to Trustees of the Commonwealth. 


Monday, November. 16. 1646. 
An Ordinance of the Lords and Commons made 9" October 1646: 

The Names and titles of Archbishop’s of Canterbury, Torquay , Winchester, 
Durham, and of all Bishoprics within the Kingdom of England and Dominion of 
Wales, from the 5" September 1646, is abolished. 


No person can hold the place, the names and titles or function or of Archbishop 
or Bishop within the Kingdom of England, and Dominion of Wales. And all 
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assets are deemed to being the real and actual Possession and seized by the 
trustees. 


The trustees of the Commonwealth including Samuel Avery, Alderman et al. 
their Heirs and Assigns, subject to such trust and confidence as both Houses of 
Parliament should appoint, declare, and dispose of the same, and the rents and 
profits thereof, as the Houses should order and appoint. 


The Lords and Commons the 30" October 1646, , have declared the intention to 
raise the sum of £200,000 for the service of the State, and encourage those who 
should advance any sum towards the same, with the intention that every Person 
upon the Public Faith advance, money , plate and horses. 


6 March 1647 in Westminster, Committee For the Advance of Money: - 
(Alderman Avery) 'Has not paid interest on £600 held for 5 years’. 

6 March 1647. Vol. A No. or p. Information that Alderman Avery, in Colman 
Street, has had £6000 in his hands 7 years, for which he has paid no interest for 
5 years. March 1647. 

Avery summoned as a delinquent. about a debt of £600 owing by him to Sir 
Wm. Boswell, 

Reference 1: Committee For the Advance of Money: 'Cases brought before the 
committee’ 

Part 2, 1645-50, ed. Mary Anne Everett Green (London, 1888), 

Reference 2: British History Online http://www.british history.ac.uk/cttee- 
advance-money/pt2/pp780-799 

Comment: Sir Wm. Boswell (1583-1650) was a diplomat and politician who sat 
in the House of Commons in 1624 and 1625. 

Boswell subsequently entered the diplomatic service, and was appointed 
secretary to Sir Dudley Carleton, then ambassador at The Hague. Boswell 
eventually succeeded Carleton in 1632, to become resident ambassador to 

the Netherlands from 1632 to 1649. 


The finances of Samuel Avery 

In 1642 Samuel Avery borrowed £6000 from Sir Wm. Boswell (1583-1650) and 
was declared delinquent for the debt in 1647. 

1642 was the year of personal and national events. 

Samuel Avery bought Capel Manor in Enfield, Middlesex 

The “Adventurer’s Act” was created to attract subscriptions to raise a private 
army to send to Ireland and crush the rebellion that had broken out . 

The investors in this army, the Adventurers, were to be repaid in Irish land, 
seized from the defeated rebels. There was a request to invest at least £200 for 
which they would receive 1,000 acres (400 ha; 4.0 km2) of lands that would be 
confiscated from rebels in Ireland . 
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The merchant Adventurers of London invested in the land including Samuel 
Avery ( who invested over £1000) . The plans were interrupted by the outbreak 
of civil war and Ireland remained unconquered until Cromwell’s campaigns, 
1649-50. 

Start of the Civil War ( War of the Three Kingdoms) 


King Charles I went to the House of Commons in an attempt to arrest members, 
but failed to do so. This was the signal for the start of the English Civil War ( 
War of the three kingdoms ) 


The humble petition of Samuel Avery, and the request of the Commissioners of 
Customs, : 

Desiring to receive the direction of this House, touching some parcels of 
currants imported by Levant Merchants, and landed upon Bills of Sufferance (a 
license issued by the Customs and Excise enabling goods to be landed in the 
absence of detailed documentation. ), 

directed by Order of this House, January, 1646, 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘On Currants ( Currans)' from 14 to 15 April 1647 with Samuel Avery 
petitioning Parliament on what should be duty on currants from the Levant. 


April 1647, An Order of the Common Council, where they nominate 31 People, 
for a Committee for the Militia of the City of London: 

Resolved::. That the House do proceed to the nomination of persons by the 
Common Council to be of the Committee of the Militia................ Alderman 
Samuel Avery, approved the resolution 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

April 1647 'an Ordinance of both Houses, to be a Committee for the Militia of 
the City of London, ' This ordinance was approved by Alderman Samuel Avery 


Resolved::. That these 31 Persons, approved as afore, or any nine of them, 
whereof — 

Three to be. Aldermen, and Six to be Commoners, be constituted a Committee 
for the Militia of the City of London, to order the same according to the Intent 
and Meaning of the Ordinance of Parliament, of 16' April 1647.............. ; 
have nominated and presented, to Houses of Parliament, the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs of the City of London for the Time being, Samuel Avery, and John 
Bide, Aldermen of the City etal, .................... 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons May 1647 -' 
Resolution: That Samuel Avery Alderman of London be put on the committee 
of Militia 


The Grand Committee sat, to take Consideration the Ordinance concerning 
Tonnage Poundage and Poundage. ............... The Clause concerning the 
Forfeitures in this Bill was read, debated and assented as it stands in the 
Ordinance. 


Samuel Avery-publication-v 1-0 Page 52 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


The Clause where Samuel Avery, Christopher Pack, and others, are named and 
appointed to receive the Customs, was put to the Question and answered in the 
Negative......... 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘further Tonnage and poundage Consideration the Ordinance 'November in 
The Clause wherein Samuel Avery, Christopher Pack, and others, are named 
and appointed to receive the Customs was removed. 


1648 The Lords and Commons assembled, in Parliament, taking into their 
confederation the present state and condition of the Kingdom of England, and 
particularly of the City of London, 

Ordained and Declared, that : 

John Warner, Lord Mayor of the City of London, Samuel Avery et al....... 
form a Committee for the Militia of the City of London,: 

And shall have the Power, and are authorized, to assemble and call together all 
Persons, within the City of London, that are fit for the Wars ; and to train, 
exercise, and put in readiness, after their Abilities cause to be arrayed and 
weaponed ; and to take the Musters of them in Places most fit for that Purpose: . 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

May 1648 in Parliament declares that a committee of militia be formed to train, 
exercise, and put in readiness the 'London militia’ , after volunteers Abilities 
and Faculties have been found. 


1648 26th December...."Order of the honourable House of Commons, for advancing 
the Sum of £6000, for the present supply of the Navy, upon the old and petty 
customs, do humbly answer.,.......... ! 

Oh doloneie the Commissioners, upon passing the Ordinance to the purposes afore, 
are willing forthwith to advance to the Parliament, by way of loan, the Sum of 
£6000, now proposed by the honourable Committee to he advanced by the 
Commissioners. Samuel Avery, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, Wm. 
Boothby. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘December 1648 in honourable Committee of the Navy and Customs requesting 
advancing the Sum of £6000, for the Supply of the Navy. 


1648 — Bishops Lands Colonel Harvey reports from the Committee for removing 
Obstructions in the Sale of Bishops Lands. 
Resolved:: That Sir John Wollaston Knight, Alderman Avery, .............. the 
Trustees for the Sale of the Lands of Archbishops and Bishops, ........ shall be 
upon the Allowance of £3,000 per Annum, for their Maintenance and 
Education, to be paid to the Countess (of Leicester), until the Parliament shall 
take further Order. 
Ordered, That Lord Lisle acquaints both the Earl of Northumberland, and the 
Countess of Leicester, with this Order......... 
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Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Bishops Lands ' on 24 May 1649 in Alderman Avery is a trustee of the sale of 
Bishops lands. 


1649 = June 1649 in London, Nomination for Alderman’. Farrington Ward without 
, William Hancock, Vintner . 
Nominated: Aldermen Pennington and Avery, W. Essington, 
Sworn and discharged June 1649 
Reference: “British History Online” in 
The Aldermen of the City of London Temp. Henry III - 1912 (London, 1908) 
Reference: http://www. british-history.ac.uk/no-series/london-aldermen/hen3- 
1912/pp 153-165 


1649 August 1649 Petition of Samuel Avery, 
governor, of Merchant Adventurers to the Protector: 

This nation first obtained the cloth making trade since 1296, as a fellowship, and 
it flourished. The trade has been declining since1614 for want of allowing trade 
and we need to be considered in the treaty with the States general (Holland). 
Peace being now re-established, the magistrates of Rotterdam have invited the 
company back, provided it retains its fellowship. We beg the establishment of 
our company, and the usual letters to States general and provincial , granted on 
any settlement of residence in those parts, recommending our re-establishment 
in what town we choose. 


Thomas Skinner ( Secretary, Merchant Adventurers) to Secretary Thurloe. 


I find in our registers when the Merchant Adventurers' company removed from 
Middleburg to Delft in1620, and thence to Rotterdam and one to the States of 
Holland, where they meant to settle I have made a few needful changes ,as now 
we return to a residence that we left. 


Please prepare us two letters accordingly, and let the company have the 
conveyance of them, and let them not be sent till their commissioners are ready, 
which will be as soon as they know his Highness’ pleasure. The form of the 
letters sent on former occasions to the States General and Province of Holland, 
requests the favour to back the merchant adventurers. 


Thomas. Skinner to see Thurloe. 


I enclose a translation of the letter from Rotterdam and one from Dort 
(Dordrecht), with this alteration that Rotterdam invites them to become a 
resident. Dort (Dordrecht) invites for a fresh residence there. Also do not 
dispatch these letters until our commissioners are ready, and with a copy placed 
into one of the commissioners hands. 
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Public debts Ordered: 

Referred: A Committee, to consider what the Monies and Debts due and charged 
upon the Excise, and also the Debts and Monies for the Navy, and paying of the 
supernumerary Forces, above the 30,000 ..., until they are disbanded, and how 
Monies are provided during disbanding. 


And report to the House, with their Opinions: (including ) Alderman Avery, .... 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons -' 
Public debts Ordered, 

‘Committee, to consider what the Monies and Debts due and charged upon the 
Excise. 
Ordered: That it be referred to the same Committee , to consider and present to 
the House, the best way for paying Debts due upon Public Faith. 


This Committee will meet at Two of Clock this Afternoon, in the Speaker's 
Chamber: With Power to receive the Petitions of the Creditors, who have Debts 
charged on the Excise. - - 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Recognition of Government’ in September 1654 in Opening and last day of 
Parliament , include Alderman Avery. 


Resolution; That a committee be appointed to consider what the present forces 
of this commonwealth by sea and land are; and what should be continued and 
to attend his Highness the Lord Protector from time to time with what had been 
considered , then report considerations to the house viz......... Alderman 
Avery ...... 

This committee is also to consider the revenue for the maintenance of the forces 
and to present their opinion to the house and to meet in the house called the 
Lords house, in the afternoon, at three o clock. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Creation of armed forces Committee' in September 1654 the Armed Forces 
Committee includes Alderman Samuel Avery. 


Ordered: That a committee be appointed, to consider of the Affairs of Ireland; 
and as such acts and orders and ordinances that have been made and prepare the 
acts, orders and ordinances and present them to the house and what they 
conceive fit for settlement and good of that country with powers to send for 
persons, papers and records viz. ........ 

This includes Alderman Avery.... and all that come having views are to meet in 
a room of the late lord’s house on Monday at two o clock. 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Appoint a committee to consider affairs of Ireland' . In the Committee consider 

affairs of Ireland. Alderman Avery is included in the committee 
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1654 What customs should be paid transporting corn ? 
Alderman Avery Ordered that : 
It be referred to a committee how encouragement may be given to the 
transporting of corn and what customs are to be paid and also consider the 
statutes against grossers (grocers) and what may be done for the Transportation 
of Butter and Cheese and to report their opinion to the house .... 


Alderman Avery..... and this committee are to meet at two of the clock in the 
afternoon in the speakers chamber 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Corn Trade’ in 1654 . What customs to be paid for the transporting of corn. 


Lincoln Fens: 

Resolved:. That butter may be transported when the price shall not exceed 
Sixpence the pound. 

Resolved.. ......That the custom to be paid upon butter, to be transported as 
before, if transported in vessels of this commonwealth by a native,". Two 
shillings sixpence the barrel; and, if transported by an alien, to pay for the 
custom five shillings the barrel........ 

Resolved:, The buying, keeping, and selling again, of wheat, and other grains, in 
markets, the prices shall not exceed the rates previously specified........ 
Resolved:. That it be referred back to the same committee, to bring in a bill 
according to these votes. ..... 

Resolved:. That the bushel shall be the bushel single winchester measure. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W inchester_measure )............. 

Resolved: , The committee, to consider beer transportation , and transportation 
prices. That it is referred to the committee of weights and measures for the 
whole nation: And to peruse the former laws and to bring in a bill for the better 
regulation thereof...... 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Lincoln Fens' in 1654. Weights and measures for commodities 


The humble petition of Sir Jim. Killigrew, and others, 

The participants, adventurers, and purchasers, with Robert Earl of Lindsey, 
deceased, in his draining the Fens-in Lincolnshire, lying between Bourne, 
Boston, and Lincoln, and up to river Trent , was read; and, 

upon the Question committed to... eee (including) Alderman Avery .... 
To examine the whole business; and to call all parties concerned before them; 
and to report: 

With power to send for parties, witnesses, papers, and records: 

And are to meet on Thursday , at two of the clock in the afternoon, in the 
Exchequer Chamber... 
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1654 Suspension of Private Business in the House of Commons for a month 
Resolved:, That no private Business be taken in this House for a Month. 
Business: 

Representation of the Committee for public taking and receiving the Accounts 
(accounts) of the Commonwealth; 

Accounts. As stated annexed to the Representation;.......... 

Resolution: That it be referred to a Committee, to consider what may be done, 
with the Accounts of the public Monies received, both for the time past and 
present; 

and the Accounts brought to an Account; and how the accounts maybe laid in 
the future, to the advantage of the Commonwealth; and opinion reported to the 


Resolution: Refer to the same committee, to consider all debentures and bills, 
and find out which have been forged ; and the Commonwealth defrauded ; 
and what they think should be done for Commonwealth reparation, for the 
wrong done by those that have been counterfeited ; and presenting their opinion 
to the House : Viz......... (including) Alderman Avery,.......... 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘No private business for a month' in November 1654 . 

To enable the month to bring accounts up to date., 22nd November, 1654 

1654 “ Alderman Avery and Alderman Foote Merchants, to be added to the 

Committee of settling accounts for the government. 


Resolved:, That Alderman Avery and Alderman Foote Merchants, be added to 
the Committee of settling accounts of the government . 


Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Resolution adding Alderman Avery to committee settling of the government 
accounts' in December 1654 , 


1654 Resolved:, This is recommitted to the same Committee: and Alderman Avery, 
and Alderman Gibbs, be added to the committee : 
The first Clause of the Report, was reread and committed. 
( membership of committee settling of government) 
Resolved:, The report clause is recommitted to the same committee: And 
Alderman Avery, and Alderman Gibbs, to be added to the committee : 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Resolution of membership of committee of Alderman Avery' in December 1654 


1654 A humble Partition of the university of Cambridge was read: 
Resolved:: That this partition and others for the university of Oxford be referred 
to a committee to consider how encouragement may be given to the profession 
of civil law 
WIZ... wheseeans Alderman Avery ....... and this committee are to meet tomorrow at 
the two of the clock in the afternoon in the speaker’s chamber. 

1654 ~=— Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Civil Law' in December 1654 in committee how to encourage profession of 
civil Law. 
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1654 ~—_—A bill taking away purveyance and composition of purveyance was read a 
second time and committed to Mr. Recorder ... (members present) including 
Alderman Avery ..... 

And those all that have come have voices.... and are to meet tomorrow in the 
speakers chambers at eight of the clock in the morning. 


Resolved: that it be referred to the same committee to consider the 
inconvenience of the act touching the making of saltpetre and to present an act 
repealing thereof if they see cause and to present their opinion how the 
commonwealth may be best supplied with powder and that.... .. po heteates ee , 
and Alderman Avery ...... be added to that committee. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

'A bill taking away purveyance and composition of purveyance' in December 
1654 in Committed to the Recorder - listing members present Inc. Alderman 
Avery. 


Relationship between the Merchant Adventures of London & Merchant 
Adventures of Newcastle 

1656 May 1656. Correspondence between Samuel Avery, Governor. of Merchant 
Adventurers of London to the Merchant Adventurers in Newcastle 
The Merchant Adventures 
Correspondence: 
The Merchant Adventures in Newcastle upon Tyne , was incorporated in 1554, 
having been an entity in some form from about 1215. 
The merchant Adventurers of London & England became a Royal charted 
organisation from about 1407. 


The Merchant Adventurers, were separate trading companies set up in various 
parts of Britain. Each one had its own constitution and membership and each 
negotiated its trading opportunities with overseas entities. 


Any trading company wishing to take advantage trading in the same area as a 
trading company that had already negotiated trading opportunities would have 
to be subordinate to the head trading company and comply with its rules and 
regulations and those provide by the overseas entity. 


1649 = Note: After the Civil War, in 1649, the Merchant Adventurers of London, re- 
established, trading relationships with the Dutch. 

1656 In1l656 the Governor, assistants, and fellowship of Merchants Adventurers in 
Newcastle to the Merchant Adventurers in London, demanding they should have 
the same trading arrangements. 


Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 58 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


The London Merchant Adventurers published a reply to the letter from 
Newcastle upon Tyne Merchant Adventurers rejected the demand 
Gentlemen, 

Although we might have rejected both the letter and ignored it, coming from 
those whom we owe no correspondence. 

It is absurd to suggest that we are one company, and that Newcastle upon Tyne 
Merchant Adventurers pretends any brotherhood with us, and to suggest more 
than one governor over the whole fellowship is wrong as we explained in the 
letter of March 1652. 

Although your town is incorporated as Merchants Adventurers. We cannot grant 
that under this title you have any association with us who have distinct charters 
and denomination, of Merchants Adventurers of England, London, 


Samuel Avery, Governor. Charles Lloyd, Deputy. 


You will rectify these pretentions in the future, and not put us to absolving our 
right in rejecting letters from you. 


Some years ago in Hamburg you were put in correspondence as brethren of one 
society, by assigning a deputy to be free of our fellowship and authorizing you a 
subordinate court with assistants with similar rights to those of the Merchant 
Adventurers of York and Hull observe and enjoy. 


You rejected this benefit of our charters, therefore as a generality not a freemen 
of the fellowship of Merchants Adventurers of England . As a result we accept 
no correspondence unless take your government and constitution from the head 
court according to our charters. 


In the interim we pray you to take notice that by authority from his Highness the 
Lord Protector upon the expiration of our treaties with Rotterdam, and after the 
magistrates of the town had removed our privileges in Rotterdam. 


They had not invited us back as before, with warmth, as was requisite for the 
interest of the whole fellowship, 


From June, we have removed residences and trading part of the company to the 
city of Dort ( Dordrecht) within the same province of Holland, and all freemen, 
traders and factors, from other provinces in Holland and there alone establish 
themselves with the treaties with that town. 


Your very loving brethren and friends the Governor, Deputy Assistants, and 
fellowship of Merchants Adventurers 


Accordingly we desire you ( Merchant Adventures of Newcastle-upon-Tyne) that 
in the future you only consign goods and merchandize designed for those 
provinces of the united Netherlands, to the mart town of Dort (Dordrecht), 
upon penalties and forfeitures as are imposed by the orders of the Merchant 
Adventurers of England; and that sons or servants whose fathers or masters 
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shall transgress this ordinance after June 1656 will not have the freedoms of the 
Merchant Adventurers of England 


Therefore give a speedy order to your factors and members residing in those 
united provinces, to conform, and that yourselves also strictly observe the rules; 
to enable us to recover the clothing trade in the region, so that regulation can be 
reduced , for the profit both of this commonwealth and the particular members 
of the whole fellowship whosesoever dispersed or resident within this nation. 


Now to answer the matter of the letter. 


So far as any of you are concerned as brethren of the fellowship of Merchants 
Adventurers of England only, and not the corporation of Merchants Adventurers 
of that Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


We let you know that we have recommended the few Merchants Adventurers of 
that Newcastle-upon-Tyne you mention to the court at Hamburg, advising them, 
that they give them relief from taxes. Those who are interested may apply 
themselves within the the Freedoms of the Merchant Adventurers of England 
But you must excuse us if we cannot admit that you ever gave us any reasons 
why you wished to change the set days of shipping for the mart of Hamburg, , 
why you should have more of a desire than those of York and Hull, trading in 
the same manufacture. 


We remember what you argued in a letter in March 1632 as to rules and time 
for apprentices and other matters . 


Our clear and final answer in a letter in March covered these points. Although 
you never gave us any answer , from which, we may not concede unless we 
relinquish our ancient and approved orders, 


We assure you that renouncing the authority and government of your 
fellowship you shall find us ready to embrace all opportunities of good 
correspondence with you, and to offer the same by all such good offices, where 
you have equity and reason on your side, as convincing you that we are as far 
from aggravating anything on as we are ignorant of any just complaints or 
grievances which you can pretend against our government 


Parliamentary Committeee of Inspections 


1659 Colonel White reports from the Committee for Inspections, 
The humble answer of Christopher Pack Alderman of the City of London, to the 
Demands of the Committee, of the Sum of £22,246.7.6p, due to the 
Commonwealth by Christopher Pack, and by Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, 
Charles Lloyd, and Walter Boothby, as Commissioners and Collectors of the 
Customs, according to the Order of Parliament, of September 1659: Which 
Order and Answer were read.- 
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Reference: January 1659, Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Debts due to the Public' 

Colonel White reports from the Committee for Inspections. 
Note: Colonel Francis White ( d.Dec 1659) White was a major and in May 
1649 went on Cromwell's behalf to reason with mutinous soldiers at Burford 
Oxford. In 1655 he was one of the most active of officers forming a committee of 
ordnance. In 1656, White was elected Member of Parliament for Tewkesbury 
(1656) in the Second Protectorate Parliament. Died by drowning at sea. 


1659 A Judgment given by Parliament 

Ordered: The Judgment given by Parliament in September. 

Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter 
Boothby, Commissioners and Collectors of the Customs, at or before Ist 
November 1659 pay into the Public Exchequer, the sum of £22,246.7.10p, be 
transmitted into the Court of the Exchequer. 


The Court levies the sum of £22,246.7.10p according to the Court of 
Exchequer, upon the bodies, goods, and lands of the Samuel Avery, Richard 
Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter Boothby, their heirs, 
executors, and administrators. 


Any attempt of any Quietus est (literally "he is quit") as the name for the writ of 
discharge [exempting from payment], obtained by them, notwithstanding and the 
money not being paid, according to the Judgment. 

1659 ~—- Reference: January 1659 - Journals of The House of Commons -' 
Judgement of parliament' 
“Course of the Court of Exchequer, upon the Bodies, Goods, and Lands. 
Notes : Legal jargon “Quietus est” — (final settlement) 


a” 


1659 = Are any abatement for £6000, against £ 22, 246.7s10d owed by - Avery’s and 
commissioners of customs. (Note: Attempting to obtain a reduction in monies 
levied upon the commissioners). 


Ordered: That it be referred to the Committee of Inspections, to hear what can 
be alleged by Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Pack, and 
Walter Boothby, 

Why any Abatement should be made to them of the sum of £6000, 

Part of the sum of £ 22, 246.7s10d , owing by them to the Commonwealth for 
Monies of the Commonwealth, received by them as Commissioners and 
Collectors of the Customs; 

And to report the matter of fact, with their opinion therein, to the Parliament: 
But no process to stay in the meantime.- 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons 

-'Referral to Committee of Inspections' on 28 January 1659 


Colonel White reports that the salaries of the Judges of the Admiralty, and for 
Probate of Wills, should be taken into account . 
From the Commissioners of customs to Charge and Discharge of Martin Noel 
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Esquire, upon his two late exported; the other, of Excise of certain commodities 
Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Salaries of Judges of the Admiralty' on January 1659 


Avery's Security 

Boothby, Avery, and Bakeman, Commissioners and 

Avery's Collectors of Customs, Treasurers of the Committee of Security, the 
Navy and Admiralty, 

Security for young Avery, £16,000 in Arrear; where of £ 10,000. by a 
Counterfeit Warrant and acquittance 

Reference: July 1659 Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Avery's Security’ 

Security for young Avery, £16, 000 in Arrear; where of £ 10,000. for a 
Counterfeit Warrant and Acquittance. 


Note: "young Avery", refers to Dudley Avery born 1641 in Enfield, Middlesex 
(approx. 34years).https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Avery-6293. Dudley became a 
member of the Merchant Taylors and acted as an assistant(Cashier) to his father 
Samuel Avery who was a Commissioner for Customs. 


Parliamentary Committee for Infections of the Treasuries 
1644 ~~ February 1644, That, by Ordinance of Parliament of: 

Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter 
Boothby, were appointed joint Commissioners and Collectors of the Customs. 
It was thereby ordained : 

That the monies paid into the Receipt of the Customs should be issued out only 
by Order of the Commons House, 

or by Order of Five of the Committee for the Navy, Sitting as the Committee : 
And for the better Management of the Receipt, the Commissioners were to 
observe such Orders and Directions as they should from time to time receive 
from the Committee. 

Reference: September 1659 Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Customs. ' 

Colonel Downes reports from the Committee for Infections of the Treasuries. 
Note: Colonel John Downes was going after the Commissioners of customs for 
the customs monies collected saying that monies can only be distributed via the 
House of Commons, or committee of the Navy. 

Note: 

John Downes after the English_Restoration was arrested in 1660 and found guilty of 
regicide and imprisoned for life. John Downes was appointed an auditor of the Duchy 
of Cornwall in 1633. He did not fight in the English Civil War but amassed a fortune 
dealing in the confiscated Royalist estates. He was a close friend of Oliver Cromwell 
and received substantial land grants in Ireland and England. 
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In the Account, ended July1649, the Sum of £ 22, 246.7s10d was found to be 
due to the Commonwealth. 

Alderman Pack, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. Boothby, claimed to be discharged from the 
Sum, because the then Committee of the Navy appointed treasurers for the 
receipt of those Monies ; 

and allow, that they have a quietus (Settlement), grounded upon a Pardon. 

Upon Examination. 

This Committee finds, that the Committee of the Navy had no Power to lessen 
the State's Security ; 

nor did they attempt the same, but only gave Rules for the better and more 
orderly Management of the Receipt ; and did neither appoint, nor approve of, 
those Treasurers 
Reference: September 1659 -Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Accounts, ended July 1649' 

There was found the Sum of £22, 246.7s10d due to the Commonwealth. 
Note: This is part of , Colonel Downes reports from the Committee for 
Infections of the Treasuries, That, by Ordinance of Parliament of February 
1644, where it was held that the Commissioners of Customs after an audit owed 
customs dues collected to Parliament. Alderman Pack, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. 
Boothby declared they did not owe the monies because the navy had the monies. 
Note: Samuel Avery the other Commissioner of Customs were not associated 
with this declaration. 


1659 = There were Articles of Agreement between all the Commissioners and 
Treasurers, for their mutual Indemnity against each other. 

It appears to the Committee, that, after the Commissioners had amongst 
themselves agreed to make two of themselves Treasurers, that then there were 
Articles of Agreement between all the Commissioners and Treasurers, for their 
mutual Indemnity against each other: 

This Committee are of the opinion, that all the Commissioners are jointly 
liable to the State, to pay the Sum £ 22, 246.7s10d 

Which they humbly submit to the Judgment of the Parliament. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Committee for Infections of the Treasuries’ in September 1659 
Note: A statement put before the house of commons declared the commissioners 
liable for the monies. "Commissioners and Collectors of the Customs, are, upon 
the whole matter, liable, jointly, to account, as well in law, as in equity, for the 
monies they received as Commissioners and- Collectors of Customs " 

1659 = Articles of Indemnity between commissioners of customs 
The First and Third Articles, in certain Articles of Agreement quinque partite, 

(made of five parts) made in July between: 

Samuel Avery, of London, Alderman, of the First Part; 

Richard Bateman, of London, Merchant, on the Second Part; Charles Lloyd, of 
London, Merchant, on the Third Part: 

Christopher Pack, of London, Merchant, on the Fourth Part: 

Walter Boothby, of London, Merchant, on the Fifth Part; 

were read. ( In the House of Commons). 
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Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 
‘Articles of Agreement between commissioners of customs’ in September 1659 


These articles were to provide mutual indemnity between each other "that then 
there were Articles of Agreement between all the Commissioners and 
Treasurers, for their mutual Indemnity against each other: " in relation to their 
appointments as commissioners of customs. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons 


1659 September: Humble partition read from commissioners of customs' The 
Question being propounded Commissioners and Collectors of the Customs, are, 
upon the whole matter, liable, to account, as well in law, as in equity, for the 
monies which they received. 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons: 

Resolved:, That Samuel Avery, Richard Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher 
Pack, and Walter Boothby, do, at or before the First Day of November 1659, 
pay in to the Receipt of the Public Exchequer, the Sum of £22,246-7s-10p 


Ordered, That if the Money be brought in by the Samuel Avery, Richard 
Bateman, Charles Lloyd, Christopher Pack, and Walter Boothby, at or before the 
First of November 1650, 

they shall have the benefit reserved to them of being heard, touching any 
mistakes in their Accounts. 


Ordered, That the counterfeit Orders and Receipts, claimed to have been under 
the hand of Sir Henry Vane, in relation to the commissioners account, be 
brought in to be cancelled, and made void : And that Colonel Downes do bring 
them in and that the same be cancelled and made void accordingly 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Ordered, That the counterfeit Orders and Receipts be cancelled’ in September 


Note: This relates to: the counterfeit orders were created by commissioners of 
customs including , Samuel Avery 


1660 _—_— Excise. 
Ordered, That Colonel Birch do report a List of Debts, charged by this 
Parliament, and yet unsatisfied, to be inserted in the Bill ; 
that is to say, Upon One Ordinance of Parliament, dated May 1647 
The several Sums following: viz. 
To Thomas Walker -To Alderman Thomas Atkin To Thomas Gouch -To John 
Moody ...To Symon Ash and Anthony Tuckney To Alderman William Gibbs To 
Alderman John Langham To James Clerke and Michael Warre To John Clarke 
... To John Gellebrand -To Wm. Hall -To John Scudamore -To Francis Drake and 
John Wollfris To John Gace - - - -To Alderman Samuel Avery To Alderman 
Thomas Foote To Thomas Harrott - - -To Alderman Richard Chiverton -To 
Deputy Thomas Arnold To Wm. Marsh To Thomas Barnes -To Lawrence 
Brinley -To George Foxcroft - To John Babington -To Sir Thomas Viner To 
Mary Pinchin - - -To Edward Vaughan To Marke Hildsley -To Siriach Skinner 
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-To John Marsh -To Alderman Tempest Milner To Maurice Gething To 
Edward Hallbrooke To Valentine Boothby To Samuel Foote -To Alderman 
Richard King To Thomas Barnes -To Sir Thomas Viner To Charles George -To 
Alexander Bence -To William Rowell -To John Gregory -To Wm. White To 
Jane Harwood -To George Foxcroft -To Elizabeth Reynolds To James Campion 
- --To Win. Benson ...To William Burrowes To Maurice Gething -To Elizabeth 
and Robert Bellathe authors To John Nelthrop -To Thomas Ashwell -To John 
Bolton ...To Aquila Garfeild -To Gunter Morrell -To John Nelthrope -To Peter 
Newton -To Christopher Pack To Andrew Vanley -To Wm. Beake To William 
Beake -To John Cutler ...To Edward Smith -To Alderman Tempest Milner To 
George Foxcroft -To Dame Ann Moulsonn -To Sir Anthony Bateman -To Sir 
William Bateman To Sir Anthony Bateman . 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Excise. Ordered report a List of Debts, charged by this Parliament’ in 
December 1660. 

Report a List of Debts, charged by this Parliament, and yet unsatisfied, to be 
inserted in the Bill. 


References:: Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles I, 1633-4. 

in Calendar of State Papers Domestic: Charles I, 1633-4, ed. John Bruce 
(London, 1863), pp. 362-389. 

British History Online http://www. british-history.ac.uk/cal-state- 
papers/domestic/chas 1/1633-4/pp362-389 

. 'Charles I - volume 257: Undated documents and Trinity House certificates, 
1633", 


1662 On7 May 1662 in Whitehall Samuel Avery was a witness for his son Dudley 
AVERY. ( British history online) 
Henry Progers petitioned the King, for a grant of what he can recover from the 
estate of the late Samuel Avery, alderman of London, and Dudley Avery, his son 
and former cashier, of a debt owing on their accounts as Commissioners and 
Collectors of Customs, in 1648 and 1649. 
Such debts were excepted from the Act of Indemnity, and Avery and Richard 
Bateman, now insolvent, did not take out a quietus est from the usurped powers, 
whereby some were pardoned. With reference thereon to the Lord Treasurer. 
Note: Samuel Avery died around 1665 
Reference: 
‘Charles IT - volume 54: May 1-27, 1662', in Calendar of State Papers Domestic: 
Charles II, 1661-2, ed. Mary Anne Everett Green (London, 1861), pp. 357-382. British 
History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-state-papers/domestic/chas2/1661- 
2/pp357-382 
Sir HENRY PROGER (died 1686), 
He appears to have been the ' Lieut. Progers ' who was in Raglan castle when Fairfax 
took it in 1646 .He fled to Spain. 
In Madrid was among the entourage of Cottington and Hyde when they were 
ambassadors there. In 1650, Cromwell sent an envoy named Ascham to Madrid. 
Ascham was murdered by some of the English Royalists, of whom Henry Proger was 
one; Proger took sanctuary in the Venetian embassy, then escapingto France. 
After the Restoration, he was knighted. He lived at times at Gwernvale, but mostly in 
London, where he died; his will was proved in 1686. His son, CHARLES PROGER, a 
Samuel A very-publication-v 1-0 Page 65 


MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY TREE OF ROBERT OF PYLLE SOMERSET 


spendthrift, sold Gwernvale to his uncle Edward . 

Note: Gwernvale Manor, is now Gwernvale Manor Hotel, located in Crickhowell , 
Brecknockshire on the edge of the Brecon Beacons in South Wales 

Note: Charles IT, who was restored to the throne (1660) after years of exile 
during the Puritan Commonwealth. The years of his reign are known in history 
as the Restoration period. 

Note: At the beginning of the restoration there was animosity between the 
Royalist group who had now returned to power and the protestant\ puritan 
groups. 

This presented itself in various court cases brought against the protestant 
groups. The main case was that of the mal administration of the accounts of 
customs collections, for which Commissioners were personally liable. To this 
end Samuel Avery his son Dudley were involved with replacing the monies. 
The suggestion that monies had been to the admiralty for paying the navy, was 
not accepted, as the new government said that payment was granted by 
Parliament. 

Another aspect of the restoration was the return of lands in Ireland from the 
Protestant groups ( mainly Merchant Adventurers) to the Catholic (Royalists). 
Samuel Avery lost his lands in Ireland. 


Commentary on Dudley Avery, eldest son of Samuel Avery 


Dudley was born in about 1641 in Enfield. 

He married the daughter of John Allen JP, for Berkshire of Streatley Berkshire 
and had three sons Dudley Allen and Samuel 

Reference 1: Visitation of Berkshire 1665 - 66-p157, there is an entry for “ Allen of 
Streatly” where in the family tree is the entry: 

“Anne first wife of Dudley son of Sam : Avery Alderman of London & next to Tho 
Sanders in Mundswell in common : Oxon”. 


Reference 2: In the “Wanborough Surrey History Project” , LARGE, Thomas (- 1640) , 
posted on August 14, 2015 by Bateman 

( https://spw-surrey.com/whp/blog/2015/08/14/arge-thomas-1640/ ) 

has the following: 

“ Daughter Jane LARGE (born 1632 baptised 28 Aug 1632 Camberwell) married 
1648 Dudley AVERY of St Michael Bassishaw, citizen and merchant-Taylor of London 
age 23 son of Samuel AVERY alderman of London.” 


Reference: 

During a recent search of The National Archives, Kew , the author came upon 
this entry: “ Chancery, the Wardrobe, Royal Household, Exchequer and various 
commissions, 1650 — 1744, Subject Litigation “ 

This listed a number of wills that had been submitted to the court. One of these 
was a copy of the will of Samuel Avery, alderman of London (1659). The copy 
obtained from the archives showed an earlier will of Samuel Avery. 

As the litigation involves persons from Derby, with a likely ancestry in London, 
there is likely to be some migration of family members round 1700 to the Derby 
area. 
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Short title: Avery v Osborne. Documents exhibited in court: Will of Dudley Avery, 

citizen of... 

Chancery: Master Senior's Exhibits. London (1659). 

Will of Dudley Avery, of Derby (1700). 

Will of Joseph Osborne, of Derby (1712). 

Will of Rebecca Osborne, of Derby (1717). 

Will of James...Short title: Avery v Osborne. 

Documents exhibited in court: 

Will of Dudley Avery, citizen of London (1659). 

Copy will of Samuel Avery, alderman of... Avery, of Derby (1725; 1730). 
Will of Margaret Avery, of Derby. 

Copy of will of Samuel Avery, alderman of London (1659): 

Somerset, Surrey, Derby: 


Will of Dudley Avery, Merchant Tailor of London, date 15 August 1665, The National 
Archives, Kew, PROB 11/317/300 


Comment: The will being dated 1665, this was during the plague of London,, suggests 
the will is written in case he succumbes to the plague. His uncle Joseph and father 
Samuel, both died at this time. They lived in the area of poplar, which became the epi- 
centre of the plague as mentioned in A Journal of the Plague Year ; Author, Daniel 
Defoe, pub 1722. 


1633 Samuel Avery become Merchant Adventurers Deputy Governor in Delft (1633-35) 
In 1633 Whitehall announced that 'Samuel Avery was chosen as Merchant 
Adventurers deputy governor at Delft,’ (British history online) 


Note: 

The background to Samuel Avery becoming deputy governor in Delft was 
related to religious politics. 

Charles I, was a devout Catholic who pressured his subjects to practice a 
Christianity influenced by Catholic sacraments, rituals and beliefs. This caused 
mistrust of many English protestants. 

William Laud, the archbishop of Canterbury supported Charles 1 in his 
religious endeavours. 

Edward Misselden, a merchant, and deputy governor of merchants in Delft 
supported Charles 1 and Laud. He wanted conformity of the Merchant 
Adventurers by following the book of Common Prayer as outlined by Laud 
William Laud, archbishop of Canterbury (1633-45) and religious adviser to 
King Charles I of Great Britain. His persecution of Puritans and other religious 
dissidents resulted in his trial and execution by the House of Commons. 


Laud devoted himself to combating the Puritans and to enforcing a form of 
service in strict accordance with the Book of Common Prayer and the enforced 
the ceremonial formality of the taking of the sacrements within the clergy . To 
religious radicals, all such reforms seemed moves toward popery. 

From 1634 to 1637 visitations of every diocese showed the extent of deficiencies 
within the Anglican Church and the strength of Puritan practices. Laud 
identified that “differences” in religion should be curtailed and controlled. 
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Edward Misselden ( 1608—1654) an English merchant, was deputy-governor of 
the Merchant Adventurers’ at Delft from 1623 until 1633. He was a leading 
member of the writers in the Mercantilist group of economic thought, who 
argued that international movements of money and fluctuations in the exchange 
rate depended upon the international trade flows and not the manipulations of 
the bankers. 

In a statement ,to the Merchant Adventurers at Delft & Hamburg, Misselden 
wanted obedience by the Merchant Adventurers at Delft and Hamburg to the 
orders of Council for bringing their churches into conformity with the liturgy 
and discipline of the Church of England. 

However, the Merchant Adventurers removed Misselden from his position 
electing , to the position of deputy governor at Delft, Samuel Avery, the chief 
of the elders in their Presbyterian government there and the principal actor in 
opposing and removing Misselden,. The deputy at Hamburg was his father-in- 
law, and the secretary there, who was also his Majesty's agent (Joseph Avery), 
his own brother. 


1664 Some contentious & mundane resolution voting on. Alderman Avery is 
Teller.The Question being put, That this Clause in the Report ; viz. 
That all and every Person or Persons that shall be elected Members to serve in 
Parliament, having aided, advised, assisted, or abetted in any War against the 
Parliament, and since the First of January 1641, unless they have been since in 
the Service of the Parliament, and given signal Testimony of their good 
Affections thereunto ; and all such who have advised, assisted, or abetted in the 
Rebellion of Ireland, or shall profess the Popish Religion, and shall nevertheless 
presume to sit and act in Parliament, as Members thereof ; that all and every 
such Person shall forfeit Two hundred Pounds ; 
Two Parts to the Lord Protector, and a Third to him and them that will sue for 
the same ;' do stand 
This was defeated in a vote. 
The Question being put, That any Person, not within the afore Exceptions, 
having an Estate of Freehold of the yearly Value of Forty Shillings, within any 
County, Riding, Limit, or Place, shall have Liberty to give his Vote for the 
Election of a Knight or Knights to serve in Parliament for the same County, 
Riding, Limit, or Place where the Land doth lie 
This resolution was passed 
The Question being put, That Candles be brought in ;Colonel Rous, Tellers 
for the Noes : ''Alderman Avery, With the Noes, 
So it passed with the Affirmative. 
The Question being put, That every Person having an Estate, Real or Personal, to 
the Value of Two hundred Pounds, shall have his Vote in Election of Members 
to sit in Parliament for Counties ; 
So it passed with the Affirmative. 
Resolved:, That this Word, " Act," be omitted in the Proviso, contained in the 
Clause afore, and the Word" hereby " inserted between these Words, " having " 
and" right." 
Resolved:, That this Proviso, so amended, do stand in this Clause. The Question 
being propounded, That this Proviso be also added to this Clause ; viz. " 
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Provided also, that such of the Persons afore, having an Estate real or personal to 
the clear Value of Two hundred Pounds, that shall give his Vote for Election of 
any Member to serve in Parliament for any City, Borough, or Town Corporate, 
shall be excluded from giving his Vote for Election of any Knight for that 
County, in the same Parliament 

Reference: Journals of The House of Commons — 

‘Amendments to Reports & Resolutions' on 27 November 1664 


Chapter 6 
Death of Samuel Avery 


Samuel Avery died around 1665. At the time he was living in the Poplar area of 
London. 
His brother Joseph had been living in the same area and died around the same 
time. 
Both wills are available at the National Archives, Kew 

1665 was the height of the “Great Plague of London” and the epicentre was in 
the area of Poplar 
It is possible that Samuel Avery was buried at St Mary Colechurch in a wealthy 
parish in the City of London . In 1666 it was destroyed in the Great Fire of 
London and not rebuilt. 


Comment: Daniel Defoe wrote a novel “A Journal of the Plague Year” A novel 
of the Great Plague of London in 1665, published fifty-seven years after the 
event in 1722. 

At the time of the plague Daniel Defoe was five years old. 

To create some authenticity to the novel he used, weekly mortality bills to chart 
the spread and speed of the disease in each parish, adds to the administrative 
feel and gives the book . Defoe collected these bills, and other plague ephemera, 
which enabled him to some authentication to the subject. 
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Appendix 1 


The Stuarts 

Starring Dr Clare Jackson, Director Colin Murray, Producer Richard Downes 

BBC Productions, 2014. 

This three-part series argues that the Stuarts, more than any other, were Britain's defining royal family. 
We tend to take today's modern United Kingdom for granted, but there was nothing inevitable about its 
creation. During the 17th century, the Stuarts grappled with the chaos of three separate kingdoms, 
multiple religions and civil war. Britain has not known a century like it and some of the questions this 
dynasty faced have not gone away. In this first episode, Clare Jackson looks at James VI and I's attempts 
to unite Scotland and England under the umbrella of his crown and persuade his subjects to feel more 
‘British’ 

This series is available through a range of media sources. 

PBS America, the British television channel from America's Public Broadcasting Service, available on 
Freeview 84, Freesat 155, Virgin Media 187, Sky 174, Samsung TV Plus and on-demand with Freeview 
Play Amazon UK and Amazon Fire TV app. 

This series is presented in a coherent way explaining the politics of the age and providing the extra 
context in which Samuel and Joseph Avery lived and the interrelated conditions under which their heirs 
lived post 1665 . 
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Appendix 2 
Acts & Research related to Settlement in Ireland 


The Act of Settlement 1662 was passed by the Irish Parliament in Dublin. It was a 
partial reversal of the Cromwellian Act for the Settlement of Ireland 1652, which 
punished Irish Catholics and Royalists for fighting against the English Parliament in 
the by the wholesale confiscation of their lands and property. 


Accordingly, the Parliament of Ireland (in Dublin) passed a new Act of Settlement in 
1662 which ordered that the Cromwellian settlers give up a portion of their allotted 
land to "Old English" and "innocent Catholics", as would be determined by 
Commissioners. A Court of Claims, was set up to investigate who was eligible for 
recovery of their lands. Unfortunately, the Commissioners found that too many 
Catholics were "innocent" as a result another Act was required. 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Settlement_1662 


The Act of Explanation 1665 The Act of Explanation stated that Cromwellian settlers 
(with some named exceptions) had to give up one-third of the lands they had received 
after 1652 to compensate innocent Catholics. A complicated process, as most of the 
new owners had bought their land from the Cromwellian grantees, resulting in 
numerous contracts having to be unwound. Many of these buyers were not settlers but 
people who had already been living in Ireland before 1641. 

By this measure, a "favoured minority" of Irish Catholics — mostly Old 

English Royalists — recovered all or most of their pre-war estates. 

In 1600, Catholics had owned 90 per cent of land in Ireland, by 1641, this was 41 per 
cent (the fall due largely to the rise of the Plantation of Ulster) but by the time of the 
accession of James II in 1685, after the Cromwellian Settlement, the proportion of Irish 
land owned by Catholics had fallen to 22 per cent. After the restrictive Treaty of 
Limerick (1691), that number had been reduced to 14 per cent, and by 1800, after more 
restrictive anti-Catholic Penal Laws, the number fell further to just 5 per 

cent. However, many of the 95% in 1800 had been Catholic and changed religion to 
keep their lands. 


Many Protestants in Ireland felt that the Restoration Settlements were far too lenient 
towards Irish Catholics who had rebelled against the sovereignty of King Charles in 
1641 and had been punished by the loss of their property and power. They had bought 
their new properties at market rates, competing against other bidders, and expected 
that privacy of contract would apply. As in England and Scotland, the Irish Restoration 
of 1660 had occurred without bloodshed because of their approval. 


Modern researchers has found that religion was not as important as one's rank in the 
1660s. Richer and grander families tended to be supported by King Charles, regardless 
of religion. Some Protestant landed families were crypto-Catholics. Other grantees 
included the King's brother James, Duke of York, who was awarded 130,000 acres in 
Ireland and became a Catholic. The final awards of land were not concluded by King 
Charles until about 1670. 
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As neither "side" was happy with the outcome, and as the Irish gentry remained 
divided, the next conflict (Williamite War ) engendered much more radical proposals 
by each side. 


In 1689 James II's Parliament approved an Act of Attainder in which 
2,000 ( possibly3,000) of the newer landowners were dispossessed without 
compensation. 


The Cromwellian Settlement of 1652 was repealed and all lands taken after the 1641 
Rebellion would revert to the heirs of the former owners. The supporters of William & 
Mary, who won the war, proposed to indict over 3,900 of their enemies and confiscate 
their property, and in the ensuing "Williamite Settlement" over 2,000 lost their property 
to the "Commissioners of Forfeitures" which was sold on in the 1690s. 


17th Century. Charles IT 


As aresult of confiscations under Cromwell and Charles II, the 7,708,238 statute acres 
confiscated by Cromwell were distributed finally, by 1675, as follows: 


1) To Englishmen 


Statute Acres 


Adventurers 787,326 
Soldiers 2,385,915 
“Forty-Nine” Officers 450,380 
Duke of York 169,431 
Provisors 477,873 
Duke of Ormond and Colonel Butler 257,516 
Bishops’ Augmentations 31,596 
Total in statute acres 4,560,037 
“Forty-Nine” Officers 450,380 
Duke of York 169,431 
Provisors 477,873 
Duke of Ormond and Colonel Butler 257,516 
Bishops’ Augmentations 31,596 
Total 4,560,037 
2) To Irishmen Statute acres 
Decrees of Innocence 1,176,520 
Provisors 491,001 
King’s Letters of Restitution 46,398 
Nominees in Possession 68,360 
Transplantation 541,530 
Total 2,323,809 


Remaining still unappropriated in 1675, being part of towns or land 824,392 
Total in Statute acres 7,708,238 
On “Forty-Nine” officers see O'Conor and Notes. The Duke of York received a grant of all the 
Granted to English Protestants of profitable land forfeited under the 4,560,037 
Previously possessed by English Protestant Colonists and by the 3,900,000 
Granted to the Irish 2,323,809 
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Previously possessed by “good affectioned” Irish 600,000 
Unappropriated as above 824,391 
Statute acres 12,208,237 


This table was compiled by Murphy; the figure of 3,900,000 acres was taken from the 
Account published by the Cromwellian proprietors and the rest on the basis of 

the Grace Manuscript quoted by Lingard and the Report of the Commissioners to the 
English House of Commons, December /5, 1699. It accords with Petty (Political 
Anatothe authors), who wrote: “Of the whole 7,500,000 plantation acres of good land 
(in Ireland) the English and Protestants and the Church have this Christmas 

(1672) 5,140,000 (= 8,352,500 statute acres and the Irish have near half as much” 
(Murphy, pp. 314 and 315). 


17th Century. William ITI 


By the Acts of Settlement and Explanation, 2,323,809 statute acres were granted to the 
Irish, they having 600,000 previously in their possession 
statute acres 


Totalling 2,923,809 


Of these lands, 1,060,792 plantation acres were escheated 1,723,787 
under William worth £211,623 6s. 3d. per annum (Report, of 
the Commissioners of the House of Commons. 1699) 


The rest 1,200,022 
or as Murphy calculated (he probably erred when 1,240,022 

subtracting) 

In addition, restituted by special favour of the King on 125,000 

pardoning (65 persons) 

The Court of Claims restored (792 persons) 388,500 

Total 513,500 

Making the total possessed by the Irish 1,753,522 


statute acres 


Compiled by Murphy on the basis of the Report of the Commissioners of the House of 
Commons (English) in December 1699. 

Reference: History of Ireland. Preparatory Work. Engels 1870 

Varia on the History of the Irish Confiscations 

First Published: in Marx-Engels Archives Vol. X, Russ. ed., Moscow, 1948; 

Source: Marx and Engels on Ireland; 

Transcribed by: Andy Blunden for the Marxists Internet Archive. 


Reference: AN EXACT ABRIDGMENT of all the Publick Printed Irish Statutes Now in 
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Force, From the Third Year of the Reign of King Edward the Second, to the end of the 
Last Sessions of Parliament, in the Tenth Year of His present Majesty's Reign King 
William the Third. 

METHODICZED and Digested Alphabetically, under apt and proper Heads and Titles- 
An Abridgment of such English Statutes now in Force to this present time, as have 
been Enacted and made since Sir Edward Poyning's Law, relating to the Kingdom of 
Ireland. Whereto several complete Tables are Added, of great Use, Ease and Service, 
to the Reader. As also Book Cases and Resolutions in Law, &c. uponmany of the said 
Statutes Inserted in the Margin To which is Added, An abridgement of the Acts of 
Settlement, 

Non atiunde floret Respublica quam fi Legum vigeat Authoritas. 

(tr: A republic will not flourish until the authority of the law prevails) 


By G (George). Meriton, Esq; Barrister at Law. DUBLIN: Printed by THOMAS HUME 
in Smoak Alley, for P. Dugan opposite the Change on Cork Hill, and D. Roach in 
Skinner-Row, Booksellers, MDCCXX1V. 


Reference 

Publication CELT: Corpus of Electronic Texts: a project of University College, Cork— 
http://www.ucc.ie/celt (2007) 

Distributed by CELT online at University College, Cork, Ireland. 

Text ID Number: E660001-001 


Reference :Flattening History: Conserving the Certificates for Adventurers 1665-1668 
Zoé Reid, Senior Conservator, National Archives of Ireland 


In 1642, King Charles I signed the Adventurer’s Act into law. The purpose of the 
Adventurer ’s Act was to attract subscriptions to raise a private army to send to Ireland 
and crush the rebellion that had broken out in 1641. 


The investors in this army, the Adventurers, were to be repaid in Irish land, seized 
from the defeated rebels. The Adventurers anticipated the total destruction of Catholic 
Ireland and made provision for the sequestration of 2.5 million acres. 


These plans were interrupted by the outbreak of civil war and Ireland remained 
unconquered until Cromwell’s campaigns, 1649-50. 

Cromwell decided that his soldiers should receive Irish land in lieu of pay at the same 
rates as the Adventurers, a bitter row erupted between the two sides . 


It was still unresolved when Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660. Charles IT 

agreed to uphold the claims of both the Adventurers, as the Adventurer’s Act had been 
signed by his father, and the soldiers from the Cromwellian era as there was no other 

means with which to pay them. 


It resulted in the Act of Settlement [1662] and Act of Explanation [1665 ]to identify the 
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owners of the land and any restitution to be made. 


By this time two decades had passed during which time the rights to land had been 
bought and sold many times, or inherited. It took a further five years to work out who 
was now entitled to what land. 


Sir Charles Lloyd (d. 1678) to recover rents of lands in County Limerick and 
Queen's county 

The towns and lands of Shamagolden, Garonsbury, Garrane, Lifanacone, Bailifoukin, 
Ballimorarf, Balliwiil in the barony of Connello and county of Limerick, and also 
fifteen hundred acres in Garundeny in the barony of Slievemargue in the Queen's 
county ( County Laois), were allotted to Charles Lloyd esq; 

Author comment: The towns mentioned above cannot be identified, with the exception 
of “Shamagolden” 

Sir Charles Lloyd, baron: as an adventurer for lands in Ireland, the rents, issues and 
profits of which lands have by Samuel Avery and other adventurers been wrongfully 
received, 

Or in the hands of the tenants of the lands detained : be it enacted, by this present 
Parliament. That Sir Charles Lloyd, shall have, receive and, recover all the rents, 
issues and profits of the lands, remaining in the hands of the respective tenants, or in 
the hands of their executors or administrators, which have grown due since the lands 
were allotted in this present act, Or in any other act of Parliament contained to the 
contrary 


Reference: 

STATUTES PASSED IN THE PARLIAMENTS HELD IN IRELAND. 

VOL. II., CONTAINING 

From the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Years of Charles the Second, A. D. 1665, to the 
Eleventh Year of Anne, A. D. 1712, inclusive. 

DUBLIN: 

Printed by GEORGE GRIERSON, Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 1794 , 
Pages 68, 89-90 . 
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